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CAsE of CONSCIENCE: 


Some Perſons of Piety and Sincetity ſeem to 


be at a Loſs,” wiz. THE CASE. Whe- 
ther, as Matters now ſt and, it be lawful to fre- 
guent our Pariſh-Churches for Communion in Di- 

vine Worſhip? 2 ITE ox $3 x 


«231 


Leave to premiſe theſe Things. 

- If.. That I intend not at this Time to concern 
my ſelf with "thoſe, whoſe Eyes the God of this World 
bath blinded. And if 1 neglected them altogether, 
perhaps, I had a good Warrant from him who 
was beſt able to give it, who bids us not caſt Pearls 
before Swine, adding a cautionary Reaſon to this 
Effect, that all the Reward from them for ſuch 
Profuſeneſs, will be, to cauſe them to turn again 


and rent uu. My Deſign is to give ſome Satisfa- 


ction to thoſe, who do not approve of ſome of the 
Prayers, and yet think that not to be a ſufficient Cauſe 
to break off from their Communion ;, and therefore, 
I ſhall ſpare the Pains of proving the Thing, (tho 
if there be any Rules of Right or Wrong, No- 
thing admits a clearer Proof) and ſhalFonly ar- 
gue upon their own Conceſſions. | 


„ 24. F 
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CEE 
24ly. I ſhall proceed purely upon Eccleſiaſtick 
Grounds, not at all intermeddling with ſecular Af- 
fairs: And | 

3aly. Deſire that they would not at the Firſt 
Sight, fore-judge me as a Man in my Opinion in- 
clinable to the Extremes, -till they have conſidered 
upon my Reaſons, whether I have not Truth and 
Juſtice on my Side. The Apoſtacy of a Multi- 


titude, which few have Courage to ſtand againſt, 
may make that ſeem to be an Extreme, which is 
none in it ſelf; and to allow it fo, were to give 


up a righteous Cauſe: And if the very Mention of 
ſome Things ſeem ſo harſh and grating, conſider 
what ate the Evils themſelves e 
- SOL. Theſe Things thus premiſed, I anſwer 
plainly and directly, That it is not lawful, as Mate 
ters now ſt amd, to join in Communion in our Parifſh=: 
Churches. The perſonal Faults of Men, though 
they may give too great a Cauſe of diſguſt, and 


chil the Zeal of Communicants, yet they do not 


directly aflte& Communion, nor afford a ſufficient 
Ground of Separation: But then I add, That 
wherein any Part of the Matter, wherein they Com- 
municate, is unlawful and Ken and the Perſons 
preſent as ſuch GomWnunion, do either. actually join, 
or, by the Nature of the T hing are ſuppoſed and re- 
guired to jein in Communion, there it is weceſſary to 
depart, and come out from among ſuch, if you will not 
be Partakers in their Sins. I need not infiſt upon 
the Proof of this Propoſition ; it is ſo ſelf- evident, 


that not only he who writes the MEASURES 


of OBEDIENCE, but alſo ke who diſcourſeth 
of the UNREASONABLENESS of a new 


Separation, will grant it; they both, and their 


whole Party have ever (and truly not without 


Cauſe) 


* 3 Ron, AA_—_— x 
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Cauſe) exploded finfol TERMS of Commu: 


nion. It only remains therefore to prove, That 


there is ſuch unlawful or finful Matter, and that by 


the Nature of the Thin, all Perſons there'prefent 
for Communion in-Worfhip, are required and ſup- 
poſed to join in it, and then the Concluſion will 


* unavoidably follow, That as Matters nom ft and, it 


ic not lawful to frequent our Pariſh-Churehes for Com- 


mmnion in Divine Worſhip. And as to the Perſons, 


with whom I am concerned, the readieſt Way to 


clear this Point, will be to anſwer their Objections 
or Doubts, which 1 ſhall ſtate as fully and fairly 


* 4 


as cats. * - A OT BIIG 

All Mens Underſtandings are not of a Size, and 
yet all expect Anſwers: The Weak and the Wil- 
ful are much more troubleſome” in the Manage- 


ment, than the Wiſe and Confiderate; and while 


we condfſcend to the Infirmities of ſome, we are 
apt to Hauſeate others; and yot the Apoſtle's Rule 
ought to be obſerved, ef ſome have Compaſſ;on ma- 
king a' Difference, and others ſave with Fear pul- 
ling them out of the Fire. Beſides, it ought” to be 
conſidered, that where Men are Ingenious, Iudi- 
cious, and Learned, yet all Things do not hit them 
alike; nor do all ft 
different Conſtitutions and inclinations, the Va- 
riety of their Education, or Employments, and 
the Prejudices they may labour under, and theit 
articular Affections and Averſions to particular 
en or Things, may much alter their Judgments, 
and either quicken or darken their Underſtand- 


ings as to particular Matters; ſo that, that may be 


a material Objection to one, even of the fame 
Rank and Quality, which is not to another. But 


(if with due Submiſſion to my Superiors, I might 
ds i ah 


3 


ick in the ſame Mire. Their 
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Hake the Boldneſs) I think I could name à third 
[Thing which hath been more pernicious, and ren- 
dered the Matter more perplext and intricate than. 


any other Thing; and that is this. That the Na- 
ture of Chriſtian Communion, and the true State 
of Eccleſiaſtical: Authority, and in whom it is lodg- 
ed, hath been little taught, if perhaps ſtudied. 
For if the People had known their Obligation to- 
their Paſtors; and both Prieſts and People their 
Dependence on their; Biſhops; had they ,under- 
Rood the Nature of Schiſma and how it rends 
Men from the Body of Chriſt, which is his Church, 


unn which alone is SALVATION: Had they 


known where, and by whom the Ordinances are 
effectually adminiſtred, and where not, we per · 


| haps ſhould have had little- Diſpute at this Time 


righteous Cauſe: hath found 


with whom we ought to communicate. And tho 
It hath been pretty well canvaſſed of late, yet it 
came as a new Thing upon Mens Underſtandings ; 
and in difficult Times, when their worldly Inte- 
reſt and Safety ſtrongly ſolicited them to eſpouſe 
the . which is the eat Reaſon that a. 
| uch faint Entertain- 
ment and fmall min Har notwithſtanding 
the. greateſt Endeavours. And tho' any one would: 
have thought that the Slanders and Arts of the 
Papiſts on the one Hand, and the Violence and 
Pexverſeneſs of the Diſſenters on the other, were 
ſufficient to have awakned any Men, and made 

them conſider upon what firm Bottom they ſtood: 
Yet this hath been ſlighted, and looſe Principles 
have not only, been connived at, but favoured and 
encouraged: And even Men of great Parts and 
Learning (the more the Pity ) have endeavoured 
to unhinge the Church, and indulge Men, and ja ake 

Mo, Hh MATER em 
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them eaſie in every Condition. Either any Com. 
menen would do, or they ſet" the Doors id wide 


pen; that the Church might run ont. They 
Tacke! aud plained Religion till they made it 


little more than a Phantom, or Piece of Imagina- 


7 5 or what e in every Man's own Eyes. 


And this, I take to b@not the leaſt Reaſon of the 
dreadful: if not fatal, falling away in our Church 


at this Day. 


Things ſtanding thus, I defire particular Nos | 


tice; may be taken of What I now briefly, aſſert. 
That the Promiſes, Graces and faving Bleſlings of 
Chriſt are appropriated to his Body the Church, 
and not ordinarily to be had elſewhere- That 


the Way and Means to participate of thoſe Po- 
miſes and Graces is to become a Member of that© - 


Body, and to obſeryve the Rules and Laws of it. 
ing admitted \ rs of ſome particular Church, 
w_ there is a due Succeſſion of lawful Mini- 
ſters, ſoundneſs of Doctrine, and juſt Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments. That the Authority of the 


Church of England, and conſequently. the Church: 


of Exgland it ſelf was with the deprived Biſhops and 
Clergy, and remains fill with their Succeſſors, Who 
alone have immutably adhered to her true Conſti- 
tutions and Principles, and are in all Points (their 
Sufferings excepted ) the ſame now as before theſe 
unhappy Differences aroſe, when in the Confeſ- 


ſion of our Adverſaries, the Church was with 


them, and thoſe that communicated with them. 
That all that depart from them; , are at leaſt in a 


State of Schiſm, and conſequently in a more dan- 


erous Condition than I am willing to ſpeak;- leſt 


ſhould be interpreted to upbraid them, rathen 
bs ane e them, = 


chanel 


., OO 
than to Caution them agatnſt the Hazard they rum; 
whilſt they contiriye at this dangetous Diſtance, 
Churc 


ſac: Further Ohjeftions 2x are commonly urged 
by thoſe that differ with az in Point of Commu- 
% ²˙ A ory Sag 
5j. 11. Thoſe with whom I have to do, will ay; 


That the farmer Member of my Propoſition they rea- 


aily grant, and do think it contrary ta Truth and g. 
Rice to communicate in forme. of the Prayers. But 
then they add, Thar they neither to, nor ought tu 
be ſuppoſed to join in thoſe Praytrs,' And to prove 
this, they fay, That their Opinion and Judgment 
herein are notoriouſly knows : I hat their Behaviour 


at the e ſuch 2 is not as at other 


Times, but ſuch as gives ſufficient TO to all 
| Perſons, that they join wot in them. Nay farther, 
ſome urge, That they have made their open Proteftati- 
en and Declarations, that they neither do, nor will join 
in them as Matters nom are; and that their Inten- 
tion is to join no farther in the Prayers than they 
are approved on both Sides: And all this I believe 
they ſpeak unfeignedly ; but left good Men una- 
wares ſhould be led away with the Errors of the 
Wicked, I beſeech them Impartially to conſider 
1 ſeveral Things, which. I ſhall return in An- 

Anſw. 1ft, It is rarely thought adviſable for 
Men to forſake their Friends, that they may run 
into the Mouths of their Enemies, and therefore 
it may be worth their while to conſider whom 
they deſert, and upon whom they caſt themſelves. 
They leave thoſe againſt whoſe Principles and Com- 


| union they obfelt nothing, aud they join with-thoſe 


whoſe 


— 


ch. Theſe. Things premiſed, I come now to 


388 
" | mhoſe Principles they diſallow, and whoare contra? 
|| ry to them in this very Thing. For they are of 
; 8 (and ſo far they are in the Right) that 
| mmunion ought to be entire; and therefore, 
for your ſingular Behaviour, and Teſtimonies of 
* | Diffent, they look upon you with an ill Eye, plain- 
ly condemn you, and call yon hard Names; and- 
> | though they forbear farther Proceeding at Pre- 
I ſent, to the End that they may draw you off, 
and break us; yet you may affure your ſelves, 
that as ſoon as ever Opportunity preſents, they 
will ſuffer you no longer, but force you at leaſt 
2 | to a viſible and ſeeming Compliance and Conſent, 
ef | which will have this Effect, either to neceſſitate 
” | you to a Departure from them too late, or by 
* 4 yielding contrary to your declared ſudgment, to 
7 | become worſe Hypocrites than themſelves. And 
„ if this be not a good Argument againſt your 
7 


Lo 


- || preſent Practice, I am confident it can be no 
2 || {trong Motive to it. ; / 
- zd. The Conſequences alſo of this Practice ought 
y || to be wel! conſidered; for if Men may pick and 
e || chooſe, take and refuſe in Communion at their 
- | own Pleaſure, we habe loft one great Argument a- 
e |f gainft the Romaniſts; and you will be hard put to 
r || it, to make your Defence, either why you left the 
- | aſs at firit; or do not go to it now: For the 
I common Reaſon all along alledged, was not, That 
r || there were not many excellent Things in it, but, 1 
n | That there were ſome ſo gro/ly bad, that we could vl 
e || not join in them which will be no Reaſon at all, 10 
n | if in Communion we can take the Good and leave 


C hl 
34. The Scandal alſo of this Practice is not to- 1 | 
be {lighted; for by * Example you draw m- My 


OV: 4 | 
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ny Perſotis into that Communion, which they do 
not greatly approve, and in which otherwiſe, they 
would not join. If you ſay, The Scandal is taken, 


not given, 1 anſwer, That 7 your Practice be not 


juſtiñable, which preſently all directly prove, 
1 — it is Scandal L. not barely taken, and, con- 
ſeguently their Sin will in a great Aeaſure lie at 
your Door. erlſs 
415. This Practice is very abſurd and inconſi- 
Kent with it ſelf; for your Profeſſion to- God, 
and your Proteſtation before Men, are dire&ly 
contrary to each other. To Men you ſay peremp- 
Zorily, That you neither approve, nor join in ſome 
certain Prayers; and yet after thoſe Prayers, and 
in the very Concluſion of your Prayers, you pro- 
feſs to God, and give him Thanks for it too, That 
with one Accord you have made your common Suppli- 
Cations to him. I am unwilling to call this lying 
a 5 but it will concern you well to recon- 
ile It, | | | 
5th. Your Proteſtation can here take no Place, 
becauſe both it, and your Practice is againſt the 
very. Nature of Communion. A Man may as 
iawfully take the Oatht with a Declaration, as 
communicate with a Proteſtation; both are con- 
tra Factum: For a Man's Declaration ( tho” he 
declare never ſo fully) will not excaſe him from 
Perjury in the Matter of an Qath, if he deviate 
from the true Senſe of it; becauſe, let his Mean- 
ing be what it will, the Nature of an Oath requires, 
that it be taken in the Senſe of the Impoſer, whoſe 
Security it is. So neither will any Man's Prote- 
ſtation, where he appears as a Member of the 
Communion, avail him againſt any Part of it; 


becauſe, the Nature of Communion requires that it | 


be 


—— 


| 


| F 
be emire: But becauſe the main Streſs of this Par: 
ticular ſeems to rely on this Reaſon, I will not 
run away with it for granted, but confirm it with 
further Argumenes. 

Firſt ten. The Miniſter is the Mouth of the 

People, and in theirs as well as his own Name, 
doth he put up the Prayers to God Almighty : If 
therefore you be there as a Member of Commu- 
nion, he is your Month, aud yen muſt be ſuppeſed 
to go along with hin 

Second. The Pra vers are therefore formed and: 
ſtated, that you may knew wherein: you communicate, 
and accept them as Terms of. Communion; and 
therefore, if they will maintain their Commu- 
nion, they muſt either exclude you, or you reje& - 
them, if you. accept not their Terms; for other- 
wiſe I cannot. conceive. how Eccleſiaſtical Commu- 
nion can be. maintained. It is one great Reaſon 
which we urge againſt the extemporary Men, that 
thoſe of theit Society can ſcarce be faid to · join in 

Communion with them, for either they commu- 
nicate not at all, or elſe in they know not what, 
and at all Adventures, in whatever comes next 
the Enthufiaftick's: Tongue End; which is ſuch an 
abſolute Reſignation of themſelves, ſuch a pinning 
their Faith upon the Sleeves of their pretended 
Miniſter, as I think cannot be truly charged on 
the moſt prolly ignorant Papiſts; and your. Way 
does not much mend the Matter, for if you take 
and leave as you liſt; no Man can be certain what 

you communicate in. TREK 29997" 

Third. The Church declares and preſcribes her 

Terms of Communion to her Members, not the 
Members to her; and therefore, if you-will. be 
Members, you muſt come up to her Terms It: 
r * A 65 | VWELC- 


I [ 12 ] : 
were the moſt abſard, unſteady, ridiculous Thing 
in the World, if every Man in a Communion may 
do what he liſt; nor can it be well called a Com- 
munion, where it may ſofall ont, that whilſt one 
communicates in one Thing, and another in ano- 
ther, yet perhaps amongſt ve Hundred, not Ten 
may communicate in the ſame Thing. It is indeed 
a Contradiction in adjetFo, à Communion, with- 
out a Communion, I ſhall eaſily grant what ſome 
alledge, T hat there are different Degrees of Cum. 
anunion; but that will do them no Service, if they 
conſider who makes and appoints thoſe different 
Degrees. Among the Ancients we read of ſome 
who were Auditores tantum, only admitted to the 
Sermons or Homilies, and the like; and this I 
think did not properly make them Communicants, 
but was deſigned to fit and qualifie them to be- 
come ſuch. Some were Orantes, admitted to 
| The Prayers, and theſe were really Communi- 
cants. Some were admitted to the Lord Supper, 
and theſe were plenary Communicants :- But {till 
all theſe were not at the Pleaſure of the Members 
themſelves, but preſcribed or allowed by the 
Church, according to the Capacity or Condition 
of the Perſons : But what they were admitted to, 
and preſent at, they were bound wholly to join 
in, and to every Part of it. Fheſe Things, at 
leaſt, (all conſidered together) I think may be 

a ſufficient Anſwer to this Objection. | 
Obj. 24. With Reſpect to the Parochial Cler 
gy, even ſome Lay-men have urged in their owr 
Defence, That they are under ſuch Miniſters o 
Paſtors, as were ordained by canonical Biſhops, and 
eanonically. plac'd over them in their reſpettive Liv 
| ings or Churobes; and that therefore they are unde 
| an 


—— 


zan Obligation to continue in Communion: with them; 
yl ard that it will be contrary to their Duty ta depart 
* fram them. To which I anſ wert.. . 
efl : could wiſh particularly for the Sake of ſuch, 
- that their Pariſh-Prieſts had continued canonical 


uw, 


nſtül, and not forfeited their Right to e over 
d them, and diſſolve the Obligation, lying on- their 
People, to obey. and communicate with them: 
ae But we do not diſpute with them what they were, 
n. but what they are. All Schiſus in their firſt Riſe, 
ey were made by Men who were canonical, and com- 
ntl monly ſuch as were either in a higher Station, or 
ne better reſpected than ordinary: But if they were 
he] of the Clergy, as ſoon as they had formed their 
; IN Schiſrn, the Obligation of their People to join in 
t, - Communion with them, not only ceas' d, but they 
be: were farther obliged, not only to ſhun them, but 
to] reſolutely to oppoſe them, and all that joined with 
ni-| them. This is the preſent. Caſe; for they not on- 
er, ly thruſt out the lawful Biſhops from their Sees, 
till but placed others there, which is erecting Altar 
ders - againſt Altar; the very formal Notion of Schiſm 
the] with all the Ancients. And more, they not only 


der the wel who actually did this, or thoſe 


diſplaced the canonical Metropolitan Arch-Biſhop 
Sancroft, but hoiſted up a Subject Presbyter of his 
(Dr. Tillotſon) into his Room, who had fworn 
canonical Obed ĩence to him; and When God had 
removed him, they ſet up another (Dr. Tenniſon) 
in his Place, as Head of their Schiſm. And un- 


vrho approved what they had done by joining in 

Communion with them, in Oppoſition to the true 

canonical Biſhops, under theſe (I ſay) have all 

the parochial Clergy acted, and joined with them 

againſt the canonical Biſhops; and being thus — 
* n 


ned with them, they become Schiſmatick; ; and 
thoſe who have, or do ſtill continue to join with ; 
theſe parochial Clergy, do join in the Schiſm, and 
thereby become guilty: of the Schiſzz.. Let them 
therefore have been what they will, let them have 
been eee e Yn nr and: placed o- 
ver a Flock; yet by cloſing with Scbiſrraticks they 
have forfeited all, and cannot diſpenſe the Ordi- 
nances of God with any Benefit, God's Grace and 
Influence then, and now, forſaking them. And 
to join in Communion with them, is not only to 
looſe the Benefit of the Ordinances, but to join 
un Schiſm, (which is a Sin) it is to join with 
thoſe: whom they ought to oppoſe with all their 
Might, as the Violators and grand Enemies of the 
Unity and Peace of God's Church. What there 
fore was a Duty before, is become a Crime now. 
Whilft the Clergy were orthodox and canonical, 
the People were bound to join in Communion 
with them; but ceaſing to be ſo, they ought not 
only, not to join with them, but it is become their 
Duty to oppoſe them, and adhere to the canoni- 
tal, and thoſe who join with Them. I could pro- 
duce Authority enough to prove this, the Sen ſe 
and Practice of the Primitive Church ; but de- 
ſigning this Diſcourſe chiefly for ordinary Capa- 
cities, I ſhallwave Citations. However, what is 
already faid, is the Judgment of the Church; and 
it is not to be imagined that the Unity, Peace, or 
even the very Being of the Church, could be main - 
tained without 2 this Courſe. And now, all 
this well confidered, I hope theſe good People, 


who once truly thought they were bound in Con- 
Teience to join with ſuch parochial Clergy, will 
find now, that they are Bound ** 0 

= | for- 
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: 0%. z. But ſome Ny, There are indeed. many 
g 9465 
be Sin, until we be Javithed of the, Validity 


2 of your Authority. 8 * 17 17 RT oy OT TRE TETCY 1 


Compaſſion and due Reſpect ; and when they are 


convinced of their Miſtake, I doubt not but they 
will be as conſcientious of keeping cloſe to the 
1 | Right, as they were fearful of: Oarrelss 
© | _ To theſe then I anſwer, That-we do not {et up # 
" | oppoſite Communions, but maintain and uphold. | 
the true old Communion, and adhere to the or- 3 
fthodox canonical Clergy. We are driven, in- i 
5 eed from our material Churches, and deprived i 
” | of our Revenues; but that has been the Caſe of 11 
others before us, who have been forced to fly in- Fi 
5 | to Deſarts and hide themſelves in Dent and Caves wil. 
d | of the Earth; and yet the Church did not for- 
1 ke them to go over either to their Perſecutors 1. 
- | or Intruders, We are ſtill the very fame Men 
1 we were; we act upon the the ſame Principles, 111 
and in Subordination under the true canonica [i i 
Authority, as well as our Circumſtances will per- whe 
1 mit us. The Authority of the Church is with us, 1 g 
aud the Church is with its Authority, tho' in 4 1 
E ͤĩ0˙;¹·üĩ · ⁰¹¹. - (0 
{| j 
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Wilderneſs, or Bang Piece. Thoſe Men ſet upop: 


ppfics, Communions who ſet up wrongful and un- 
canonical Biſhops,and Communion with, or under 
them: And if upon the Riſe of any Schiſm, thoſe 
who are in the Right muſt not maintain their 
Ground, and keep up the true Communion, for 
fear. of ſetting up an oppoſite Communion, the 
Schiſmaticks muſt always infallibly carry the Day: 


For according to that Notion, the Schiſm muſt 


never be oppoſed, and ſo the Church ſhall be loſt: 
But on the contrary, the beſt and ableſt Chri- 
ſtians ever thought themſelyes obliged to watch 


over their Flocks with greater Carefulneſs to ſecure. 


them from Wolves, and to withſtand ſuch oppo- 


ſite Communions and Schiſmaticks with greater 


9 80 and Conſtancy in order to preſerve the 
Church. 

tender of Oppoſition, will underſtand that the 
Way to recover the Peace of the Church, is not 


F 


prevail, but by adhering to the true Communion 


with greater Stedfaſtneſs, and labouring diligent- 


ly and faithfully, to convince Gainſayers, till it 


1 5 75 God to bleſs our Endeavours, and reſtore 


Peace to his ae l. 
'0hj. 4. Others plead for themſelves thus. The 


Prayers inthe Liturgy, charged to be ſinful,” are not 
the Prayers of the Church, but the Prayers of thoſe 


wicked Men, who to ſerve their Turn, foiſted them 
into our Ghurch's Service, not omy without her Au- 
tharity, but contrary to her avowed. Doctrine; and ſo 
can be no Part oh Church's Communion ;, and 
therefore, ſay they, it is ſufficient for us to proteſt a- 
gainſt them, or ſhem our manifeſt Di/like of them, 


and to continue or Communion in the Chure s Ser- 


vice 


And by this, I hope, thoſe who are ſo 


by yielding to Schiſmatickt, and ſuffering them to 


what hast 


ly 
ang 


—ç 
TH 


PT © Ps 0 IO FE TN 


0 


And to renounce, and to oppoſe the other; as 1 

ſhall now further prove. eie 1 0 ah ity | 
| 24. I delfire it may be conſidered whether ever Þrete: 
any Men in or out of the Chuteh did take upon e 4 
them to preſeribe Rules and Terms of Communion, $'e 
and at the me Lime confeſs they did it without F 
Warrant? Or whether thoſe, With whom we have 
'now. to do, pretend to no Authority? F ſhall 
readily grant, that they have as little Authority 
as may E but then this Queſtion will Þ 

require avery ſatisfatory Anſwer : Whether Men 
can be ſuppoſed;to join, with Perſons deſtitute of 
Authority no further than what lawfal Authori- 
ty has enjoined and allowed, and to be-unconcer- Peter 
ned as to all other Acts? if this ſhould de re · CThure 
folved in the Affirmative, I believe it would bea Rule: 
hard Matter upon Tryal to conyict any Schiſma- Ind 1 
zicks.in the Church, or Rebels in the State: For me? 
when they ſhould he hard put to it, they would $PPro\ 
U cover themſelves with this Shelter: But let awful 
nen deviſe what Shifts and Evaſions they pleaſe, It ſelf 
all Courts have ever been, and are of another d Aut 
Mind, and do adjudge thoſe who join with Re-FÞ*rent 
bels, to be Rebels, and thoſe, who. imbody., with r wh 
Schiſmaticks to be Schiſmaticks. 80 that the fal, bi 
whole Streſs. of the Matter lies here, Whether ſt und: 
Men deſtitute of Authority, but pretending, toſPainſt 
it, maintain a Communion in Oppoſition — 1 omm 
ful Authority, thoſe who communicate with themſet a M 
muſt be ſuppoſed to communicate with them up- ways 
on their Terms, or only in thoſe Things whichÞ'9N. v 
lawful Authority allows? To me it ſeems plain, Thethe 
that they who join with any Body of. Men, ended 
do and muſt communicate with them upon theſppoſe 
Terms of that particular Society, let the Autho- 8 
rity Ten. 


* * — — 
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3. 
dera 


rinci 


1 F. N 
fity be pretended or real; for the joining with a 
er Pretended Authority is owning it; and owning 
zn he Authority in courſe implies a Submiſſion to- 
n, he Terms and Conditions it has given; Nor 
ut Prill or ought any Body of Men te admit of the 
ve Reſerves here pretended, but will Judge a Man 
all Jo be a Member of that Body to which h | 
ty fimſelf, and ſuppoſe that he ſubmits to the Terms 
ill f that Society, which would otherwiſe eject him. 
en | 3- And therefore it is further worthy our Con- 
Ideration, That this hath ever been a received. 

rinciple.in the Chriſtian Church, and that the 
Determinations, Judgment and Practice of the 


2 Rule: As for Inſtance; In the Caſe of Curnelius- 
1a- Ind Novatian, both claimed the Authority of the 


or me See, both uſed the ſame Liturgy, and that 


114 Ipproved by the Church, and yet it was not thought 
let ſÞwful to join even in the Liturgy of the Church 
ile. It ſelf without any Alterations under the pretend- 
ter $1 Authority of Novation, but he and all his Ad- 
de- lerents were adjudged Schiſmaticks : For the Mat- 
ith ler wherein they communicated was not only law- 
the al, but approved by the Church; yet the uſing 
t under ſuch an Authority, was ſetting up Altar 
zainſt Altar, which involved all joining in that 
ommunion in the Guilt of Shiſm. In: ſhort, 
et a Man's Pretences be what they will, the Church. 
lways judged a Man intirely of that Commu- 
ichlion which he did frequent as a Communicant,, 
in, hether there was Authority or not. If they pre- 

ended to it, and made a. Breach, the Church. 


che uppoſed all that joined with them to own their 


ho-Puthority, and comply with their Terms, and 
tityſa renounce the true Authority. Thus when 


F 


ch he joins. _ 


urch, have always proceeded upon it as a ſure 


Pn PI — 
. - 


Men pretended uthority, but uncanonically an 
Jul ly, 


- Dominate and condemn them upon theſe furtheſ? 


| Þrove, or ſpontaneouſly and wickedly promote fucſ 


aſter 
ervant 


un » tho” they uſed the ſame Service with th Sie 
Church, the Church nevertheleſs condemn dthenf mne 
1 qheje Adherants, as, Schi/rwaticks,,; merely: fo * C 
their falſe Pretences, and oppoſing. the true A 3 
thority, as in the Caſe of the Novatians and U bi FH 
natiſts: But if they go further, and add ſuch E 15 2 
Tors as are Contrary. to the Faith, or ſuch Do 6 75 
Arines as are corrupt, the Church doth more o ne 
Reaſons, as in the Caſe of the Ariant and Fife 
Tillianiſts. From hence I think it is plain, that: 


* 


5 © + ; 
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To our preſent Caſe, thoſe who will be with ouſt © 
Adverſaries, muſt anſwer for their Additionaly 5 


and are as much guilty of the Schiſ2 as they. 
Oh. 5. But ſome further perſiſt and ſay, Tha 
if 4 AED be preſent when his Maſt er ſwears, rail 
or arinks himſelf drunk, theſe Sins of the Mat 
do not affect the Servant who. is: preſent, or mal 
him guilty. of Sin, unleſs he u conſent. or, ap 


Sins. Why then ſhould our being preſent at thei 
wicked Prayers (to which we are ſo far from conſe: 
ring, that we declare againſt them) make us guilt 
Ihe Caſe is. fo far from being the ſame, tha 
it is quite different, or rather contrary. A Ser 
vant is bound to wait on his wicked Maſter : by 
on the contrary, all Chriſtians are commanded t. 
avoid Schiſmaticks. If the Maſter commands tht 
Servant, he is bound in Duty to give Attendanceſ 
tho' the Maſter ſhould ſwear, rail, or drink im 
moderately :-But the Chriſtian is ſo far obliged no 
to be at the wicked Prayers of Schiſmaticks, tha 
he ought not to pray with them at all. Inde 
the Servant of a wicked Mafter hath a bad Place 
where. ill Examples and Provocations too pou 
U. 


—— 


. 
lly invite to Sin: But the Sin of the wicked 
aſter doth not include the Conſent of the preſent 

ankrvant, nor affect him without his Conſent : 

thÞ"f the Preſence of Chriſtians at the Prayers and 


> Jommunion of Schiſmaticks.( where they need not 
fo» nay where they ought not to be) doth imply 


eir Conſent, and is inits own Nature a Manife- 
ation of their Conſent, and a Scandal to all good 
hriftians. But in anſwer to the foregoing Ob- 
Dion, I think I have faid enough as to this Mat- 
e Ar, even to fatisfie any one of common Capaci- 
heb, and therefo e ſhall leave this preſent, Qbje- 
ien with this ſhort Anſwer, which yet I'think 
at l ſufficient to ſhew the Abſurdity of it. 
| OU 
nals 


give Way to natural, and poſitive Duties of leſs 


J injoin'd than the Obſervation of the Sabbath, 
Id yet if it fell to de the eight Eight Day from 
ehe Birth of the Male Child, he was circumeęiſed 


wolf. that Pay, and actording to the known Rule 


„ oj cumcifio pellis Jabbatum. S0 the greateſt Part 
fi the Worſhip under the Law, was Sacrifice, and 
*heft, it gave Way to Works of Mercy. That 
Id who commatided Sacniſces, in that Caſe, ſaid, 
ef) will haue Mercy and not Sacriſice. From hence 
thabey infer, that Communion, which they ſay, is 
Serl natura! Duty, when it cannot be otherwiſe up- 
\ boff19, is to be kept with Schiſmaticks. © 
H. This Objection is of as little Force as any 
the Former; for fr, I ſay, That Chriſtians 
no Means ought to negle& poſitive Duties 
or in any Caſe whatſoever, to think lightly of 
em. Firſt, Becauſe even our Salvation it ſelf de- 
nds upon our being in Covenant with 1 


Obj. 6. It is objected, 7 hat paſitiue Duties are. 


portance to thoſe of more. Nothing more firi- 


„„ 
Chriſt. And the Benefits of the Covenant, Promi 
ſes, and the Influences of God's Grace are moſtly ( 7 
do not fay altogether ) tranſmitted to, and confe 50 
red upon us in the Performance of poſitive Duties Go 
or that have ſomething poſitive annexed- to then < 
Thus by Baptiſm we are made Members of Chriſt De; 
Body, and Heirs of Salvation; and in the Par 
ticipation of the Holy Euchariſt we are mol 
nearly and cloſely joined to him, and receive th 
higheſt Influences of his Graces, and act the Par x 
of compleateſt | Chriſtians; And then as to ouf f. 

ublick Prayers, Praiſes and Thankſgivings, whici 
em to be natural Duties, yet (when publick . ,<* 
they are to be performed under the Miniſtratio If. 
of ſuch Perſons, who are inveſted with an Au f 
thority from Chriſt to tranſact between God an Ge 

his People, which depends upon our Saviour's pq e 
fitive Inſtitut ion, in which we are aſſured of hi er! 
cceptance and Bleſſing, and not in the Con] 1 
empt or Oppoition' of it. | Secondly, Becauſe, ti <5! 
Obligation of poſitive Duties is meerly from ti B: | 
Will of God; and when the fundamental Rei Birt 
ſon of our Obedience is purely his Will, it 
the higheſt Teſtimony of our Reſignation of o 
felves to him, and the, beſt Evidence of our tru 
and thorough Obedience. Natural Duties carr 
natural Reaſons along with them, andin perforn 
ing them, act ſuitably and agreably to my ow 
Senſe, as a reaſonable Man; but poſitive Dutic 
become ſo, becauſe the Will and Appointment e 
God is ſo; and they had been no Duties, if 
kad not willed them; nor could we know any B. 
- nefit from them, but from his Inſtitution and Pre 
miſe : So that here we obey for no other Reaſoſ 
but that it is God's Will; than which, nothinf} Ft 

| E 
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1 
in be « more compleat Religion of our ſclyes 
% him. Thirdly, Poſitive Dutics are inſtitu 


eb God purpoſely for our greater Benefit and 
a fort, that in a due Diſchagge of them; oy 
D might be to us Marks of his Favour, Seals an 


Pledges of his Love, and convey to us that Grace, 
ind thoſe Bleſfings which we cannot in the ordina- 
ry Way otherwiſe expect; and therefore, it 
would be the higheſt Ingratitude to God, as well 
1s Folly and Injury to our ſelves, to neglect them, 


hie where we are capable of performing then. 
2. Let us conſider the Inſtances which are two. 


M. That of the Sabbath and Circumciſion, to 
which obſerve, frf, That theſe are poſitive Inſti- 
tations, and fo do not come up plainly to the 
Caſe, ſecondly, The Reafon of Circumciſion being 
performed. on the Sabbath, was, that by God's 
Jommand it was te be made preciſel on the 
:ghth Day, and if it had not been done on the 
abbath, when it fell to be the eight Day from thę 
Birth, God's ſpecial Command had been broken, 

J And when any can pretend to the like Authority 
for what they do, I ſhall BY up the Diſpute, 
But this reaches not our Ca 17 thirdly, That the 

rr Jews were ſupetſtitious in thinking the Sabbath 
violated by Circùmciſion on it, there being no In- 
terfering or Breach of Duty in What God com- 
mands to be done, and not to be deferred. And 
Jour Saviour when he healed the Paralytick, proy'd 
the Jews miſtaken and over nice in this Cale, from 
I their own Practice of pulling an Ox or Afs ont of the 
Ditch on the Sabbath, and with this unanſwerable 
Argument, That it is lawful to do 5 en the Sah- 
bath, The Second Inſtance is of Sacrifice giving 
Way to Works of Mercy, that is, poſitive Du- 
| tics 
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_ at Fleaſn 
at W 1 


our Submiſſion and Obedience to hivy, 


* - 


nd Dependence on him. Pe 


N e e ee I 
to oſter- up a Sacrifice; an | 
8. 181 rio To be eil hor ſhall. dif- 
„the Beaſt, which he by Law 

ide, to ſuch Poor, and. o o 
at a! 
8.15 


fer no Sacrific 
af r beck 
etter than Sacrifice. Would any other Man 


he know: 


ought. to 


ut when this Communion is. pub- 
R lick 


1 


ick, where the Sacraments are adminiſtred, and 
he Miniſters Part is uſed in the Prayers, it muſt 
de managed by, and under Perſons deriving Au- 
hority from Chriſt, and in the Unity of the 
hurch, to which thoſe Promiſes were made; and 
{ otherwiſe, it is done in Rebellion againſt God, 


ne 

eve ing diſcovered Communion to be a Duty, partly 
the Natural and partly Poſitive, I deſire it may be 
nde onſidered, What Communion with Schiſmaticks 
Nith ts? And, whether it be a Duty natural or poſi- 


ive? or, any Duty at all? The Schiſmatick is 
ery odly here tacked to Communion, and I be- 
ieve, will ſpoil all. Schiſmatical Communion was 
always accounted ſinful Communion :- How then 
omes it to be ſanctified by the Want of true Com- 
nunion, eſpecially when that_Schiſmatical Com- 
ThatSnunion is the Cauſe of the want of Orthodox 
ral Communion ? If Schiſmaticks can ligitimate their 
rtlyſ-ommunion by over-powering the true Commu- 
preß ion; then we are gone beyond Dr. Sherlock, and 
0d Sewer and Poſſeſſion will create a Right in the 
alſo Thurch, as well as the State; and fo, we are no 
opeſbenger to regard Chriſt's Inſtitutions, Commands, 
then hreatnings or Directions, but purely to follow 
ibedovidences and Succeſſes, and I do not ſee, but 
Au- Fith a due Improvement, this may as well in Time 
fromlad us to Rome or Mecca, as to a ſchiſmatical 
due Tongregation. The Plea of Neceſſity will not 
& hisdo here; there neither is, nor can be, a Neceſ- 
e cant of ſinning: And in what Caſes ſoever poſitive 
per- buties may give Way to natural, yet certainly, 
is in poſitive Inftitution of Chriſt's 8 for ſuch is pu 

pub⸗ ck Communion under lawful Miniſters) never 
lick$"ght to give Way to a poſitive No- Duty main- 
| B tained 


Jad in Contempt and Wrong of his Church. Ha- 


{ 6 1 
tained by Men in Oppoſition to God in his Church; . 
and which by its Wickedneſs hath born down God's 
Ordinances. 

Obj. 7. Another Objection is that of Abiathar. 
The Jewiſh High- Prieſt, who, ſay they, was de- 
proved purely by ſecular Power, and another put in 
his Place; and yet there followed no Schiſm in the 
Church of the Jews. W hy then ſhould the like Fact 
cauſe a Schiſm in the Chriſtian Church? 

Ir. What Truth ſoever there may be in this 
Objection, yet it is doubtful, whether it contains 
the whole Truth? For how know our Adverſa- 
Ties, That the Church was not concerned in de- 
poſing Abiathar, as well as the State, and the e- 
cular Arm of Solomon made uſe of. to eject him? 
For his Crime was ſo notorious, that he was be- 
come too ſcandalous for his Office; and therefore 
it is reaſonable to believe that the Church e- ll t] 
jected him. Matters of Fact are often imperfect- Ing 
ly related in Scripture, and if there be nothing for 


what I have faid, there is nothing againſt it, and 25 
ſo at the beſt, the Matter remains doubtful. here 
24. The Crime of Abiat har was high Treaſon emo 


for which he had forfeited his Life; and when the 
King, inſtead of that, did only remove-him from 
a Place of too great Power and Truſt, to be lef 
in the Hands o ee think he ought thank 
fully to have acquieſced; for, to what Purpose 
ſhould he perſiſt in claiming his Office, who hac 
no Right to his Life, but by the King's Mercy je. 
and for taking away of which, the Laws of God. +; 
and the Land would have juſtified him: But thqhat a 
worſt of Enemies can't ſay, T his is our Caſe. ſut +4 
34, It ſeems to me a Miſtake, notwithſtanding hing 
the Crime was ſo great, to ſay, That Abiatha a 
W 


Il « 
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Vas deprived; for all that appears, amounts to no 
h. more, than a Suſpenſion from the Execution of 
that Office, which he was become too ſcandalous 
to diſcharge, and that both the Title and Reve- 
nue of High-Prieſt continued with him ſtill; for 
after this he is called High-Prieſt, I. Kings 4. 4. 
and he was commanded to retire to his Fields at 
nat hot h. I. King. 2. 26. which Fields at Anathoth 
longed to the Prieſts, as appears Joſh. 21. 18. 
und therefore he could not hold them as his own 


this private Eſtate, but in Right of the High Prieſt- 
ans Wood. So that when they have made the moſt of 
erſa· bis the can, it will come ſhort of our Caſe. 

de- 4th. But there are other Things to be urged, 
by hich plainly prove, that Abiathar's Caſe can ne- 
1 þ 

s be- 


er be made a Precedent for a Chriſtian Biſhop. 
irt, That the High-Prieſthood of the Jews was 
fore:ther lodged in a Family, than ina Perſon; and 
ch eu the Family did Partake of the Honour of it, 
fect· Ind in ſome Caſes did execute the Office. Thus 
g fol. Kings 4. 4. both Zadock and Abiat har were 
, and: led High-Prieſts at the ſame Time; ſo that 
here was little or no Damage to the Church, in 
moving any one in Prieſt, becauſe there were 


ill others legally impbwered to execute the ſame 
office. But with a Chriſtian Biſhop it is not fo 
ze leſiſ ho is a ſingle Perſon; and he being unjuſtly and 
hank ncanonically removed, none can. be impowered 
urpol, ſupply the Place in their own Right. Secondly, 
10 had he High-Prieſts of the ems were liable to legal 
Aercy Wncleannefs, in which Caſe they might not exe- "BY 
f Goite their Office; and it was abſolutely neceſſary 1 
ut that another of the Family ſhould diſcharge it: [il 
aſe. ſut the Chriſtian Biſhop is ſubject to no ſuch ||| 
andinFhing,nor is there any Subſtitute provided to offi M! 
biatha - # ciate i! 
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Ciate for him in any ſuch Caſe. Thirdly, It mat- 
ters not whether Abiathar was deprived or ſuf: 
pended, for it is evident that Zadock, who was 
advanced, had as good, if not a better Title to 
the Prieſthood than he, as being deſcended from 
Eleazar the eldeſt Son of Aaron, whereas Abia- 
thar came froth Ithamar the youngeſt : So that 
this Objection appears rather an Act reſtoring 
Right, than taking it away. 
 Ohz. 8. But ſay ſome, You plead for a deſerted, a 
given up Cauſe : For, why did your Biſhops ſuffer their 
Chancellors to act in their Names during their Su: 
penſion? W hy did they not lift up their Voice like 
a Trumpet, and thunder againſt Proceedings? Wiy 
did they not iſſue out and ſend abroad their Order 
to all ths Clergy, to adhere to them? And, why dic 
they not notifie to the Laity, their Duty to ftand | 
them? In aniwer to which I obſerve, 
1}. That this Objection conſiſts of late Advice 
and that from Enemies for the moſt part; for, it 
is ſtill telling them what they ſheuld have done 
or at leaſt what they would have had them done 
but tho' one may take Advice, from an Enemy 
yet that ſhould be well weighed, leſt there b. 
fome latent Trick in it, ſerving more to his ov 
Ends than our Advantage. It is a very har 
Caſe, that when Men have left their Eſtates, anc 
others uſurp their Functions, they muſt alſo b 


obliged ſtill to act juſt as their Enemies wou: 


have them, and nothing elſe will they allow t 
act, than what will run their Heads into a Nooſ 
Thus their Eſtates, and Places will not ſatisf 
ſome Mens Covetouſneſs and Ambition, unle 
their Lives be alſo ſacrificed to their Malice: Bu 


he that requireth the Innocence of the Dove, ac l 


vile 


1 
viſeth the Wiſdom of the Serpent. And let them 
Co rant as. much as they will, Thanks be to GBO 
ul our Biſhops were wiſer, than to be directed by 


Was the Rage of their Adverſaries; tho! they have 
* not been wanting to their Cauſe, as ſhall pre- 


b; ſently appear. 7 
224. In this Objection they in Effect give up 
their Cauſe, tho' their Anger would not ſuffer 
them to ſee it; for here are only perſonal Fail- 
ings, and Neglects objected, but nothing againſt 
the Merits. of the Cauſe it ſelf. Objections may 
8 indeed be made as well againſt Perſons, as Things; 
51. but this ĩs run away with, as the triumphant, and 
Wh unanſwerable Argument, and as alone Sufficient, 
and fo is as. much as to ſay, The Cauſe is good, 
but the Managers. have not ſtood by it as they 
40 ought, but have wretchedly betrayed it. Now 
, how much fairer, and more ingenuous were it to 
cell let th is alone, and oppoſe: the Cauſe it ſetf? for 
VICE if the Cauſe be bad, it matters not much whether 
the Men act well or ill, prudently, or indiſcreet- 
ly : But if the Cauſe be good, it is a pitiful and 
ſhameleſs Triumph to boaſt of the Overthrow 
of a good Cauſe, = the - Miſcarriage of Perſons : 
But eyen this is a Slander; for, 

34. Our Biſhops have done what became them, 
and what was ſufficient for their Cauſe in their 
Station, and Circumſtances. As for the Actings 
of their Chancellors, what Fault ſoever it was, 
it was the Fault of the Law, and not of the Bi - 
ſhops; the Law impowering them to. act in their 
Names; and moſt of. them were Patentees for 
Life, and they might, and did act in deſpite. of 
them: And when the Biſhops were under Suſpen- 
L lion, tho' they ts iy the Juſtice of it, yet 
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it was to no Purpoſe” to forbid them; for then 
they would not own any Power they had over 
them, but would, it is probable, have ated, 
not only more furioufly, but alſo have expoſed 
and accuſed them to the Civil Government, which 
would have brought the Biſhops under freſh Suf- 
ferings, and have been no Benefit to their Cauſe; 
and as for the other Matters, we have indeed In- 
ſtances of Biſhops in the primitive Times, who be- 
ing driven from their Sees, yet wrote, and.gave Di- 
rections to their Clergy, and they to their Laity ; 
but theſe Letters, tho afterwards publiſhed, went 
privately. among themſelves, and were not put in- 
to the the Hands of their Perſecutors; and Tome 
were baniſhed ſo far, and kept ſo cloſe, that they 
could not ſend at all, and yet their Clergy and 
People firmly adhered to them. And how know 
thefe Men what our Biſheps have done? They 
ſcorn'd, and were afraid to do any Thing ill: But 
there was no need to make Adverſaries of their 
Council, and tell thoſe Men every Thing they did, 
who would make no other Uſe of it, but to de- 
ſtroy them. But farther; What meant all that 
Writing and Printing, to manifeſt the Injuſtice of 
Proceedings, the Fuſtice of our Cauſe, the Law- 
fulneſs and Canonicalneſs of our Communion, and 
the Unlawfulneſs of the other? And, why. has 
the Government been ſo watchful to ſeize, ſtifle 
and ſuppreſs them? This, I think, is ſufficient 
Notification, and indeed /ifting up the Voice like a 
Trumpet, if the State did not ſtop the Sound: But 
if you muſt needs have a ſingular Act of the Bi- 
Mops 305 K their Cauſe, obſerve and admire, 
how GOD brings Good out of Evil, For 


4% This 
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4th. This ObjeRion is anſwered to our Hands 
by one of our greateſt Adverſaries; for, I think 
ſcarce any man doth look upon the late Biſhop 
of Salisbury to be our Friend, yet in a Tract of 
his, Which made a great Noiſe in the World, he 
at large tells us, how, when the Battle of the 
Boyne (which convinced Dr. Sherlock) was over, 
and a righteous Cauſe ſeemed deſperate, he uſed 
all his Arts to draw in the deprived Biſhops, and 
made uſe of his fitteſt Inſtruments to effect the 
Deſign; that the Propoſal was made by his ado- 
red Queen; and, that it was no leſs than a Pro- 
miſe to procure a parliamentary Suſpenfion for 
their not taking the Oaths, and an intire Reſtay- 
ration to their Revenues and Sees; provided, they- 
would exerciſe their Functions in Compliance wit 
the State in all other Things, except the Oaths.. 
No ſmall Temptations! and yet he confeſſes, that 
after two Months Pains, and all Endeavours uſed 
by himſelf and his Friends, and one particularly 
who was thought moſt powerful with them, they 
could by no ee upon them; only, his 
Friend told him, That he believed they would be 
guiet. Now what is all this, but to tell the World, 
that they plainly let the Government know, That 
no ſecular Intereſt could ſway. them; That they 
would not renounce a juſt Cauſe, tho run down; 
That they did not own a Lay-Deprivation to be 
effectual to take away their Eccleſiaſtical- Powers, 
but inſiſted upon their Epiſcopal-Rights,. and 
would not communicate with ſuch as betrayed 
them ! Otherwiſe, I can ſee no Reaſon; why they 
ſhould not have complyed. Now this is the Te- 
ſtimony of a bitter Enemy for us, againſt him- 


15 ſelf, and therefore muſt paſs with all Men. And 
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indeed I don't know who could better have pub- 
liſhed it to the World without theOffence to the 
State, than this Author. I believe he never inten- 
ded this Kindneſs; but if the great Artificer was 
ſo buſie in laying on Load, that he attended not 
to the Conſequence. of his Work, twas his Er- 
ror, and we may fairly take what is fitted for 
our Uſe; but I think enougb, or too much, hath 


been ſaid to this malicious Objection. 


Obj. g. Eceleſiaſt ical Hiſtorians tell us, that du- 
ring the Arian Perſecution, all the Oratories were 
taken from the Orthodox, only ſome Favour was 
ſhewn to the ſchiſmatical Novatians, and three 
Churches were allowed them in Conſt ant iuople, 
where the Orthodox in this Diſtreſs did commu- 
nicate with them. This, ſay ſome, is our Caſe, and 


will juſtify our Communion with the Parochial Clergy, 


It is granted, that ſome of the Orthodox did 
communicate with the Novatians in Con ſt anti- 


nople ; but what were they to the Body of Chri- 


ſtians elſewere, that did not? Beſides, the Nova- 
tians differed not from the Orthodox in the Man- 


ner of their Worſhip; their Prayers were the 


tame; but in our Caſe, Prayers are altered and 
new Ones added. Again, the Novatians did not 


admit the Orthodox to full Communion 
| lowed them to come to their Prayers, 


hey al- 


51 
8 but they 
would adminiſter the Sacrament to none of them. 


But that which is moſt conſiderable, is, not what 
fome few did do, but what they ought to have 
done, and what was the Judgment of the Church 
upon the Caſe ? It is plain that the Church 


took ſuch an Abhorrence to this Practice ( look- 


mg upon the Novatians. as the great and dange- 
rous Snare to the Chriſtians in the Time of Per- 
f | ſecu- 
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ſecution) that as ſoon as ever ſhe recovered 
her State and Peace, ſhe bent her whole Force 
againſt that Set, and ſo effeQually, that in the 
next Generation there was not a Congregation of 


them left in the World, nor a Novatian known. 
And now let our Adverſaries boaſt of an ill Ex- 
ample, which provoked the Church of GOD to 


uſe the utmoſt Severity, andalarm'd her to uſe all- 


Means to prevent the like for the Future. 


Obi. 10. T heodoret and others tell us, That the 


Arians' altered the Doxology in the publick Service, 
and yet that the Orthodox communicated with them, 
but with this Difference, that when one Party ſaid, 
Glory be to-the FATHER by the SON, in 


the HOLY-GHOST, the other ſaid, Glory be 
to the FATHER, and to the SON, and to 


the HOLY-GHOST. And this continued ſome 
Time, and the Prattice was never condemned by the 
Church. W 
teſtifie their Diſſent as Occaſion requires? 6h 

1. This Objection has had no ſmall Influence 
upon ſome good Men, but is of no Force, when 


thoroughly conſidered. This was only done for 


ſome Time at Antioch; and it is no good Way 


of arguing; to draw the ſingular and temporary 
Practice of-a particular Church in a different Caſe, . 


into ſuch a Precedent, as to make a ſtanding Rule 


of it. But ſuppoſing the Practice to have been uni- 
verſal, it would make nothing-to the preſent Par-- 


poſe, as ſhall be preſently made good. 


2. As to the Alteration of the Doxology, the 


Words taken plainly and ſimply in themfelves 


ſeem not to contain any Hurt, but being- un 
derſtood with Relation to the Perſons, and the 
Grounds upon which they did proceed (at it aſter- 
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hy then may not others do the like, and 


1 
wards appeared) they imply no leſs than a De- 
nial of the eternal Deity of the Son of God. But 
as yet it had gone no further than Suſpicion 
or ſtrong Preſumption; and the Orthodox, by 
their different Doxology, guarded themſelves a- 
2 Apprehenſions of Danger, but had not yet 
ſufficient Reaſons to declare them in a Schiſm. 
75 Tho' Jealouſies and ſtrong Preſumptions are 
a ſufficient Cauſe to make a thorough Search and 


Trial, yet they are no good Warrant to form a 


Schiſm. Probable Suſpicions may make us can» 
Tious, but are not a jaſtihable Ground perempto- 


rily to condemn. It is the Prerogative of God to 


know the Heart; we can only judge by external 


| Manifeſtations :- But at this Time the Orthodox 


were much in the Dark, which is not our Caſe, 

where the Senſe and Meaning of each Party are 

10 well known, as Words and Actions can make 
em. | | 


chat read and obſerve Church Hiſtory, that not 
only Ars himſelf did ſeemingly recant; and re- 


concile himfelf-to the Church, but his Followers 


did manage their Cauſe with moſt deep Diſſimu- 
lation and Hypocriſy, gloſſing over their Doct - 
rines, and by ſubtile Explanations ſeeming to come 
up. to the Doctrine of the Church, that when 
they were pinched, they did not ſtick to come 

up to the very Words of the Orthodox, ſo that 
it was no eaſie Matter to diſtinguiſn and: ſeparate 
them. And what could be done in ſuch a Caſe, 
where Men could not faſten? This Myſtery of 
Iniquity they managed and carried on, and ſcarce 
, ever 


4.᷑. And therefore, tho the Arians were vety 
early the great Cauſe of ſtrange Convulſions in 
the Chriſtian Church, yet it is well known to all 


L T | 
ever appeared in their true Colours, till under Co 
ſtantius they got the Power in their Hands, and 
then plainly declared themſelves, perſecuting the 
orthodox Chriſtians - with the utmoſt Severity. 
And from and after that Time, the Orthodox re- 
fuſed all Communion with them; and if any did 
communicate with them, they did not eſcape the 
Cenſure of the Church, if it was known. The 
Orthodox did continue in Communion with ſome 
Perſons, - who privately cheriſhed ſome heretical 
Opinion; but as ſoon as they were diſcovered, . 
diſallowed all Communion with them. Had our 
Adverſaries concealed their Opinions, or not run 
into ſuch uncanonical Practices, ſomething might 
have been pleaded from this Inſtance, to juſtifie 
Communion with them : But when they glory in 
their Wickedneſs, and condemn us for adhering . 
to a righteous Cauſe, I think this very Inſtance. 
doth abundantly juſtifie us in refuſing Commu- 
nion with them. | As 

Obj. 11. Others urge in their Defence, ſeveral 
Practices in the Jewiſh Church, as, The ſacrifi- 
cing at Dan and Bethel, and in the High-Places, , 
and the Complyance of the Iſraelites with the Mini- 
ſtrations in the Diviſion of the Ten Tribes; which 
ſome think to be tolerated for Neceſſity's Sake. 
The Example alſo of Hezekiah is brought, who ſent - 
Poft to all Iſrael and Judah, and made Proclamation 
to come up to the Paſſover at Jeruſalem. II. Cho... 
30. 1. And even the Inſtance of the Levites in il 
ling the Sacrifices, which was the Prieſts Office, is- 
alſo urged ;, and ſome others of as little Weight. 

Oaly the firſt of theſe ſeems to have any Perti-- 
nency to this Matter, tho! it is all over Miſtake. . 
But in Anſwer, however, I fay, That the Divi- 
8 B 6 viſion 


| 4 
viſion of the Kingdom did not neceſſarily intro- 
duce a Schiſm in the Church; they might ſtill 
have continued their Worſhip as before, accerding 
to GOD's Commandment. It is true indeed, 
that FJerobaam did all he could to introduce a 
Schiſm in the Church, and was too- proſperous in 
it, by erecting his Calves at Dan and Beth-el, and 
cauſing the People to ſacrifice there: And other 


Kings of Iſrael followed his Example, and erect- 


ed High-Places to ſacrifice in; but that there 
were any Sacrifices in their Synagogues, I take 
to be a new Notion, or ſo abſtruſe an One, as! 


never yet could diſcover any Footſteps of it. 


But neither did Jeroboam, nor the other wicked 
Kings, bring them all under the Schiſm; GOD 
had ftill a. Renmant who kept themſelves clear of 
it, tho' they underwent many Hardſhips in doing 


it. Bat as ſor thoſe who did ſacrifice at Dar 


and Beth-el, or at the High Places, they did there- 
by become Schiſmaticks; they did fin, and their 
Doings were utterly difapproved, if we will be- 
lieve GOD. himſelf, who on this very Account 
hath ſtigmatiz'd-Ferohoarm with this infamous Cha: 
racter, 7 he Son of Nebat, who made Iſrael. to ſir. 
And. the Prophets with one Voice cried out a- 
gainſt the High-Places, and threatned ſevere Judg- 
ments. for the Worſnip there, and to this very 
Purpoſe our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf determines 


this . to the Woman of Samaria in the 
0 


Caſe of the Worſhip-on Mount Gerazin, Jobn 4. 
22. Te worſhip ye know not what, we know what we 
worſhip, for Salvation is of the Jews. But ſome will 
tay, If the Kings. of Iſrael would not ſuffer their Sub- 
Jectsto go upto Jeruſalem, might they not then ſacrifice 
- as well as they could? 3 No; for poſitive 
Du- 


1 
Duties depend upon divine Inſtitutions; and when 
they cannot be performed according to thoſe In- 
ſtitutions, they cannot be performed at all, and 
the Obligation is ſuſpended; and the leaſt Thing 
the doing otherwiſe amountsto, is the thruſting up- 
on G0 our own Inventions for his Commands. 
In ſuch a Caſe we muſt do all that we can law fully, 
and keep up our Peſires after Ordinances, and 

ray that they may be reſtored. And for this 

eaſon the Fews, who at this Day are moſt ri- 


gorous and zealous. for the Law of | 7dofzs, have 


no Sacrifice, and that for this only Reaſon, that 
the Temple is deſtroyed, and they debarred from 
the Place of Sacrifice. And if Neceſſity or Dif- 
ficulty would have allowed them to ſacrifice any 
where, after GO D had permitted the Place to be 
ſhut up, thoſe Sons of Belial might have had ſome 
Reaſon on their Side, who mocked and laughed 


at Hezekiah's Poſts as they rode thro' the Coun- 


tries of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, II. Chran. 30. 10. 


This I think ſufficient. as to the Sacrifices, and the 


Dependencies of them; all their other Miniſtra- 
tion are in the Dark, except that of the Prophets 
and Miniſters ſent to tell them of their Sins, 
and recall them to the right Way: And I ho 
none will call them ſchiſmatical Miniſters, or ſay 
they joined in falſe Worſhip, whoſe very Buſi- 
neſs it was to oppoſe it, and therefore there could 
be nothing like Schiſm to continue under their 
Miniſtrations. +408 

The Example of Hezekiah makes directly a- 
gainſt our en for he tells the ems of 


their Sin, and what they had ſuffered for it; and 

if they did not amend, what they would ſuffer 

further, calling them back to the Unity 5 a 
| . Churc 


e 
Church and the true Worſhp, which can be no 
Encouragement to ſchiſmatical Communion. And 
this is the ſame wðe do, and, I hope: ſhall: conti- 
nue to do, tho' we are mocked and laughed at as 
AHezekiah's'Meſſengers werde 
The Inſtance: of the Levites killing the Sacrifi- 
ces, which belonged to the Prieft's Office, is juſt 
nothing to the Purpoſe: For as the Matter then 
was, it was a Caſe both of Neceſſity and Mercy, 
done in the Unity of the Church and Aſſiſtance 
of Church Officers, not in Schiſm and againſt them. 


And there is a wide Difference between what Al- 


lowances and Relaxations are upon Neceſſity to 
be made in and for the Church, and what are to 
ke made out of her and againſt her. 1 
0j. 12. A vain Confidence poſſeſſeth ſome 
That the Inſtance of Naaman will go a great Way to 
prove the Lawfulneſs of being preſent, and even join- 
ing in an unlawful Communion, provided the. Heart 
and Conſent go not along with it: For, ſay they, he 
craveth Pardon for his going. with his: Maſter into 
the Houſe, of Rimmon, which ſhews his Diſlike of 
what: he did, and yet the Prophet bids him, Go in 
Peace; which ſeems to allow. and approve: of his Pra- 
ice. I. Vng. F. 5, 189. 14 5 = 
I hope. no good Chriſtian can be ſhocked or 
think himſelf much concerned with ſuch a far- 
fetched Objection; but leſt it ſhould prevail on 
the Weakneſs of any, I ſhall. lay down ſeveral 
Things in Anſwer, which being impartially con- 
ſidered, I hope, may give ſufficient Light to the 
meaneſt Capacity to diſcover the Fallacy of this 
Wenne ie fy 1 it 

1. They are very hard put to it, who go about, 
not only to juſt iſie their own Actions, but to 1 5 
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no a Rule to warrant the Practice of others from this 
nd Example of Naaman the Syrian, who all the Time 
ti- Jof his Life before had been a groſs Idolater, and 
as at this Time could not well be ſaid to be a 
formal Jewiſh Proſelyte. Muſt all the Laws of 
God and his Church, muſt all the Practice of pri- 
mitive Ages, and all the Fences made for the 
Security and Welfare of Chriſt's Church, not 
only give Way, and be laid aſide, but the con- 
trary introduced, that we may pretend to fol- 
low this raw Convert almoſt in the very Mo- 
ment of his Converſion, juſt when he was ſur⸗ 
prized with a Miracle, and tho thereby brought 
to ſome Senſe of the Divine Power, yet ſcarce 
well knew what he did or faid ; for tho' in an 
amazed Zeal. he talks of ſacrificing, yet it ap- 
pears that he neither intended to tie himſelf to 
the Place of Sacrifice, nor to the Miniſtry, by 
whom it ought to be done; or did he ſo much as 
ſeek to be better informed in the Matter. 

2. If this Inſtance proves any Thing, it proves 
unmeaſurably too much, and will overthrow alt: 
Conſcience, Honeſty, Truth and Plain-dealing: 
For at this Rate, a Man may not only join in 
Communion outwardly where he diſlikes ſome- 
or thing in the Prayers, or is diſſatisfied with the u- 
ar- thority of the Perſon, but in Spain, or Italy may 
on go to Maſs; and in the Indies worſhip the Devil. 
ral This is a Practice very oppoſite to what St. Paul 
n- BN ſays, I. Cor. 10. 20, 21. * 
3. But I am apt to think Naaman will prove 
his a much better Man than they would have him, 

and inſtead of countenancing ſuch Tergiverſation 
ut, and Inſincerity, will become a Champion againſt- 
it and them: For as ſeveral 9— ob- 

| erve 
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{&rve, the Original Verb is capable of being ren: 
dered either by the preſent or preterperfect Tenſe. 
* Thoſe who render it by the preſent Tenſe (when! 
do bow) ſuppoſe him ſpeaking of what he ſhould de 
afterwards: But then, ſay they, he waited indeed 
on his Maſter, to do the Office of a Servant, but 
not the Acts of a Worſhipper: When ever his Ma- 
ſer leaned on his Hand, he bowed himfelf, ſay 
they, in that Manner, aud what was lawful for 
him to do any where, it was lawful for him to do 
- in the Houſe of Rimmon. He might indeed crave 
Pardon for this, becauſe it was liable to be mifin- 
terpreted; and might look ſcandalous in the Wor- 
ſhipper of the true God; but ſuch was his Caſe; 
that there were none to be ſcandaliz'd at him; 
and therefore the more tolerable. But neither 
the Prophet, nor any other could diſpenſe with 
his worſhipping there, or but ſeeming to wor» 
ſhip: For as Eſtius well obſerves, Non tantum 
adorare Idolum, ſed & ſimulare talem adorationem 
per je malum eſt, in quo non habet locum Diſpenſa- 
tzo. Not only to worſhip, but to make a Shew of 
worſhipping is an Evil in it ſelf, which can admit of no i © 
Diſpenſation. One would think. our Latitudinarians, a 
who rail at the Idolatry of the Church of Rome, | 'Y 
ſhould bluſn at the maintaining idolatrous Worſhip 0 
in a half converted Heathen. Bat ſome render the I et 
Verb by the preterperfe& Tenſe (wben I have Cox 
bowed) and thence ſuppoſe Naaman to beg Par- C. 
don for his former Errors in worſhipping Idols, . 
and not the living GO, and alſo to declare his 1 
Reſolution for the future to- worſhip none but I fur 
the true God. In this Senſe the Objection vani- Vil 
meth, and the Text turns againſt them; and this to 
Senſe the Context in every thing favoureth: For; 


firſt, 


ä 
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firſt, he begs of the Prophet two Mules Burden 
of Earth of that Place, which was upon this Ac- 
count that Fudea was called the Holy-Land, 
and in ſome {ſort conſecrated to GOD, and the 
reſt of the Earth as profaned by the Idolatrous Hea- 
thens; he therefore requeſts two Mules Burden 
of Earth, of that Place which GO D had choſen, 
that with it he might make an Altar to the true 
GOD: And before the Determination of that 
Worſhip at Feruſalem, we find an Altar of Earth 


allowed, Exod. 20. 24, Secondly, Naaman himſelf 


poſitively declares againſt all Idolatrous Worſhip 
for the future, Thy Servant, ſaid he, will hence 
forth Offer neither Burnt-offering nor \Sacrifice unto 
other Gods, but unto the LORD. Laftly, In the 
Cloſe of all their Buſineſs and Diſcourſe, the Pro- 
phet bids him go in Peace, which was a cuſtoma- 
ry Phraſe, both of Approbation, and Bleſſing, and 
therefore could not be ſpoken to one who asked 
Leave to commit Idolatry, but eſpecially nat by 
the Prophet; the great End of whoſe Miſſion, 
was to keep or re-call the Iſraelites from their 
Idolatry. | | | | 
All the ObjeRions hitherto offered being ful - 
ly anſwered, their laſt Refuge is this. 

Obj. 13. What muſt we do, if me communicate 


not with our Pariſh-Priefts, we have no Opportunity of 


Communion at all? And muſt we then caſt off all 
Commun ion? 1 1 | 
This has been already in ſome Meaſure ſpoken to 
in the-Anſwers to the Sixth Objection, and will be 
further inſiſted upon in the Second Part of this 


Diſcourſe, but for the Satisfaction of the Obje- 


Qors, I will briefly touch upon it here. And 


hog bs 1% £5403 
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us ſup 
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-. 1 To this I anſwer in the firſt Place, That 
if this Argument be good in England, why not in 
Italy, or elſewhere? Why may not a Proteſtant 
at Rome go to Maſs; or in Cracovia communicate 
with Socinians; in Greece, with Arians; in Scot- 
land, with implacable Presbyterians, becauſe there 
he has not Opportunity of any other Commu- 
nion? The Reaſon is the ſame, why ſhould the 
Practice be different, or leſs allowable in one 
Place than another? £14131 | 
24. But to anſwer direct 5 This Objection 
ſhews indeed the Difficulty ſome may lie under, 
and the ſad Paſs the Wickedneſs of Men hath 
brought Matters to, but doth by no Meant juſtiſie 
you in any ſinful Communion; and therefore, let 
poſe the Worſt, That you were really de- 
ſtitute of all Op 


why, 
a Chriſtian. caſt upon an uninhabited Coaſt, on- 


ly in this ſomething worſe, that there he hath no 
Communion either good or bad; but here, you 
lie continually under the Temptation to ſinful 
Communion. Where you have really no Oppor- 


tunity, God will diſpenſe with the Obligation; in 


ſuch a Caſe the diligent Performance of all Du- 
ties in your Power, and the Preparation of your 
Hearts, and Willingneſs of Mind to embrace law- 


ful Church-Communion when it can be had, will 


be acceptable to GO D; but ſuch Defects of your 
State will not warrant you to join in any ſinful 
Communion}, for, that were to do Evil, that Good 


may come of it, whoſe Damnation is juſt, if we be- 


lieve the bleſſed Apoſtle. When G0 D's People, 


by the bloody Heathen Perſecutors, were driven 
into Wilderneſſes, Dens, Caves, and all the Hi- 
1 4 0 ot : . g 


portunity of lawful: Communion; 
then your Caſe would be much like that of 


— arte 
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ding-places they could imagine, you cannot think 


that during the ſharp Inquiſition made after them, 
there was very much Communion in ſuch Places; 


and yet there were never better Chriſtians than 


in thoſe Times. 


3. But then in Concluſion, I deſire the Ob- 
jectors to examine their Hearts ſeriouſly, whe- 
ther many do not out of carnal Intereſt, or for 
fear of Danger, ſtart this Objection, for to me 
it ſeems plain, that there is Opportunity for more 
to communicate than do. And therefore laying 
down this Advice, 1 fhall give you no more 
Trouble. MELOMRELS SU LC gt EPI 

Firf#, That you would be cantious how you 
ſay all Opportunity of Communicating is taken 
away, unleſs in the Pariſh-Churches; For this is 
directly to charge all the deprived Clergy with 
a total Neglect of their Duty; and I think their 
Sufferings are hard enoughalready, and need not 
the Augmentations of unjuſt Reproaches and Scan- 
dals; and indeed, this comes worſt of all from 
them, who ſeem to be their Friends, and yet at 


the ſame Time make ſuch untrue Reproaches 
their own Excuſe, For if ſome forbear to exerciſe 
their Office, I believe it is more by Reaſon of 


the Backwardneſs of People to come at them, 
„ or any Unwillingneſs of theirs to receive 
Secondly, That you would well confider the Cir- 
cumſtances of Things, and act as becomes Chri- 
ſtians, under ſuch Circumſtances. Perhaps Dan- 
gers threaten: What then ? As he is not a wiſe 
Man who will ran headlong into them; So,. nei- 
ther deſerves he the Name of a Chriſtian, . ho 
will baulk his Duty for fear of them. It is be 
re- 
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therefore your Part in ſuch Caſe, to encourage 
Corfmnnion, and ſtand the Shock of threatning 
Dangers, as becomes good Chriſtians ; perhaps 
the Diſtance of Place may be very great, and 

indeed the Number of thoſe, who have ſtood faſt 
in thoſe apoſtatizing Times, is not ſo many, and 
the inveterate Malice of mad Zealots, ſo deſpe- 
rately perſecutes them in ſome Places, that in many 
Places this may be a material Objection: But yet 
let not this diſcourage you, think not much of 
your Pains for G.O D; the more Labour you are 
put to, the more Sincerity and Affection you ma- 
nifeft for the Worſhip of GOD. Men can go 
to the Indies for Gain, and yet not with any ſuch 
Certainty, but that ſometimes they come Home 
worlſe than they mote if they come Home again 
at all; and ſhall we think much to go a Mile or 
two, or more, to enjoy the true Worſhip af GOD, 
by which we are ſure to gain his Favour, and-our 
further Improvement'in Spirit Grace, Strength 
and Comfort? Beware of falſe, vain, or friyolous 
Excuſes: But if youare really deprived of Oppor- 
tunity, be ſure to keep up your Deſires after this 
Communion in Worſhip, and do what lies in you, 
and doubt not but that GOD will accept you 
at preſent, and provide better for you in Time: 
For in ſuch a Caſe, no Communion is more allowa- 
ble than Jinful Communion. © 1 
As for my Brethren, I have little ta ſay, they are 
better able to give Advice than my ſelf; and in- 
deed. both they and I ought to obſerve the Di- 
rections of others, and not run haſtily on our own 
Heads. For my own Part, I am willing to do 
my own Duty, and truſt God with the Event; 
and I believe, all wy Brethren are of the ſame 


dy 
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Mind, tho' perhaps every one is not for the ſame 
Method. If ſeverer Perſecutions come, I know 
no Reaſon why they ſhould ſurprize any; for I 
never yet read of any Schiſmaticks, but they were 
cruel and bloody; and we have had already ſuch 
a Tafte of their good Nature, that I cannot 
think why any one ſhould expect them to be bet 
ter than the reſt of the ſame Stamp. Suppoſe 
ſome of us ſhould be cut off, yet the Fall of 
thoſe, may prove the Riſe of more; for Martyrs 
Blood is rich and fruitful: And I cannot think, 
GOD will ſuffer us to be totally deſtroyed, un- 
leſs the crying Sins of theſe Nations have brought 
him to that Reſolution of executing Vengeance, 
that the Interceſſion of a Noah, a Daniel, or a 
Fob, ſhall not prevail for ſuch an incorrigible 
People. And if ſo, then no good Man need fear 
how ſoon he is taken from the Evil to come. 
Let not any therefore be afraid to aſfemble for the 
Worſhip of G O D, having lawful Prayers where- 
in to communicate, and lawful Paſtors to diſ- 
charge the miniſterial Function. Let us withal 
remember our Country, and not negle& our 
Enemies, but heartily pray, that COD would 
open the Eyes of this finful People, to ſee the 
Error of their Ways, and Evil of their Doings, 
and melt their Hearts into Repentance for all, but 
eſpecially for thoſe crying Sins of Perjury, Sacri- 
lege, Schiſm, and more than barbarous Injuſtice; 
that the Hearts of the Diſobedient being turned to 
the Wiſdom of the Juſt, GOD may be merciful 
to us, and Prevent that ſpeedy Ruin, whichother- 
wiſe ſeems to hang over this ( once flouriſhing ) 
Church and Kingdom. 
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A more 


Particular CONSIDERA TION 
i | | 
CASE of thofe Pious Chriſtians, who at this 
Time are deprived of the Benefit of Canonical Mi- 
niſters, to adminiſter the Sacraments, and diſ- 
charge other Miniſterial- Offices among t hem. 


—B — 


Aving already given my Reaſons againſt the 
| reſent Practice of frequenting the Pariſn- 
Churches for Commanion in Divine Worſhip, in 
anſwer. to the ſeveral Objections againſt the ge- 
neral Caſe, I ſhall not now trouble my Reader 
with Repetition, but from warning Men of what 
they ought not to do, ſhall now proceed to tell 
them, what ( in this Strait) they may, and 
ought to do, and how they may diſcharge a 
good Conſcience, and find Comfort to their Souls 
in the. midſt of ſuch uncomfortable Circumſtan- 
ces and diſmal Deſolation in the Church of GO. 


For more Satisfaction in this Caſe, I ſhall fr 
lay down ſome Propoſitions for clearing the Mat- 
ter, and then T to particular Directions. 
The #»/ then fhall be this, ik 


1. That poſitive Laws, from whence ariſe po- 
fitive Duties, as they are particular Favours, and 
for our particular and ſpecial Benefit and Advan- 

| tage, 


? 


and perhaps a more than ordinary, grateful, re 


his faithful Servants, in ſuch Ways as ſeem beſt 
crament of his Body and Blood (as I may ſay) 


Him, and ſtrengthen us againſt all our 2 
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tage, ſo a ſingular Regard is to be had to them. 
verend and diligent Obſervation of them; yet 
where ſuch Duties cannot be performed, the Ob. 


ligation of the Law, during ſuch Time lies ſul. 
pended, and G OD ſupplies the Want of them to 
to him. For Inſtance, Chriſt inſtituted the Sa- 


for our Sakes, and for our particular Support 


and Advantage, that thereby we might not only 


commemorate his Death and Paſſion, and there- 
in the Work of our Redemption; but alſo, that 


by that Means he might more firmly unite us to 


himſelf, convey to us the more plentiful Influence 
of his Grace and Succours, and build us up in 


Adverſaries. And therefore, theſe great Benefits 
which we ſtand ſo much in Need of, being wel| 
conſidered, it muſt be acknowledged, that thoſe 
who negle& this Duty, where it can be paid, do 
ſhew a Contempt of GO D's Favour, and a 
Slighting of his Grace and Succours, and a ma- 
nifeſt Neglect of their own Souls: But yet where 
it is wanting, not by our Default, God will not only, 
ot impute it to us as our Sin, but Succour us by ſont. 
other Means. Thus the Fews ſhewed a kind of De- 
fiance of GOD in not offering the Sacrifices 
required in the Law: But when they were car- 
ried Captive, and could not come to the Place 
by the Vw appointed, they are never blamed 


for any ſuch Neglect, neither did they amongſt 
them, who moſt longed after Jeruſalem, and moſt 
zealoully deſired to perform their Duty to the 
atmoſt, ever look upon it as their Sin, but as _ 


med 
Neſt 
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Hiction. And ſtill more may be faid in Behalf 
of thoſe 
ſned into 
their Lives ) to take Sanctuary in the molt ſecret 
Hiding- places; and by their Conſtancy and Cou- 
rage, we ſee, that GOD did otherwiſe ſapply 
them with his Grace. 


rimitive Chriſtians who were bani= 
rbarous Regions, or forced (to fave 


Prop. 2. That where we are deprived of thoſe 


Ordinances, wherein moſt Glory ſeems to be gi- 
ven to G 
ſelves, this is ſo far from excuſing us in other 


D, and moſt Benefit redound to our 


Matters which we can do, that it rather obliges us 
to do all to the utmoſt, that lies in our Power, 
becauſe we cannot do all we would, and which 
(if it were otherwiſe ) we ought to do: but yet 
at the ame Time it warns us to keep a ftri& 
and wary Guard upon our ſelves, that we benot 
ſeduced or over-awed to do, what we ought not 
to do; what we can do, will more proper- 
ly be ſpoken of hereafter in the Directions. 
Here we. are to conſider, That ſach are Times 
of Temptation and Tryal ; ſubtile Seducers are 
then playing their Game; cruel Perſecutors will aſ- 
ſault us with Terrors and Torments, and we are too 
apt to hearken to thoſe Things which make for 
our Eaſe. Thus we ſee ſome make the Pretence 
of the publick Service of God the Ground of their 
ſinful Compliances; ſome cannot bear the Loſſes, 


and ſuffer the Hardſhips; and fome diſtinguiſh 


themſelves out of their Senſes and Conſciences, 
and thus they become like the Seed that fell upon 
he tony ground, where it was received with Foy, and 


rem up apace, but when the Sun of Perſecution * 


Je, it withered away. 0 
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Prop. 3. That this Plea of the want of cano- 
nical Miniſters to perform the ſolemn Worſhip, 
though it will not warrant any unlawful Com- 
munion, yet it ought to be made in Truth, and 
not ſet up as a Pretence where it really is not, 
which to do is to turn an Excuſe into a Crime. 
Perhaps they cannot be had ſo frequently, or not 
fo eaſily, What then ? Is the Diſcharge of our 
Duty to OD fo mean a Matter, that we muſt 
take no Pains, or run no Hazard for it ? Are 
the Means of Salvation of ſo ſmall Moment that 
they muſt always court us, and we never ſeek after 
them? How will the Sectaries run to and fro, giving 
Notice far and near, that all their Tribes may come 
to hear a famous Holderforth of Noiſe, Non- 
fenſs and Delnfion ! And what Shoals of Qua- 
kers may you ſee flocking from all Quarters, as 
if it were to beſiege a Country Town; when any 
of their Mufty's are graciouſly pleaſed to come 
down among them to bewitch them with the 
Spirit of Giddineſs ! Surely theſe Mens Teal 
is imitable, tho' their Errors be deplorable, 
and their Fervency in ſuch miſtaken and dan- 
gerous Paths, is a burning Shame and Reproach 
to all thoſe, who are ſo cold and lazy in the 
Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs. In ſhort, all 
the Pains, Perils and Sufferings in this World, 
are inconfiderable when laid in the Balance againſt 
our eternal Salyation; and that is not to be had 
but by the Uſe of the Means ; where therefore 
they can be had, we ought not to think any Pains 

too great, that we may enjoy the Uſe and Be- 
nefit of them ; and then may we with Comfort, 
hope that God will ſupply what we want when 
we are not negligent to make uſe of all he affords 
As. Prop. 4 


1 

Prop. 4. The Circumſtances of ſome may per- 
mit them to remove Where the want of what they 
complain for, may be ſupplied ; and of others 
to procure canonical Miniſters to come amongſt 
them. It is a great Happineſs, when Things 
ire taken by the right Handle; and that Senſe 
is not put upon a Man's Words, which he ne- 


ver intended, eſpecially in this captious quar- 


relſome Age. I am no Admirer of Fickleneſs and 
unſteady fitin to and fro, from Place to Place, 
nor would be thought to promote Men's unneceſ- 
ſary undoing themſelves : There are ſome whoſe 
Buſineſs is ſo fixed, or involved, that without 
great Wrong to their Families, or Injuſtice to o- 
thers, they cannot quit their Abode, or change 
their Way of Living : But then there are others 
whoſe Circumſtances are ſuch as may well enough 
conſiſt with a Removal without any great Diſad- 
vantage; and for ſuch not to part with ſomelit- 


tle preſent Profit for the greater Advantage of their 


Souls, argues, that they do not ſet a true and juſt 
Value upon the Ordinances of GOD, nor are 
poſſeſſed with that deep Senſe of Religion which 
ought to be inſeparable from every Chriſtian; 
and if they indalge themſelves herein, they will 
be in Danger by Degrees to looſe all Senſe of Re- 
ligion, But then there are others tho' not fo 
well capable of removing, whoſe Abilities in the 
World are not ſo mean, but that without any 
conſiderable Detriment to their Eſtates (and who 
knows, but that GO D's Bleſſing may plentiful- 


h return it even in that Kind?) they may pro- 


cure canonical Miniſters to be among them, and 

by this Means, not only find Comfort to them- 

elves, but relieve and e the drooping _ 
2 by 


we 


= 
of others near them, whoſe low Eſtate in the 
World had left them deſtitute and comfortleſs 
without ſuch ſeaſonable Supplies: And if the Of. 
fices were performed not always in one Place, 
but circularly and by Agreement, from Time to 
Time in different Places; thereby the Charge 
would be leſſened, more receive the Benefit, and 
the Envy declined, and Malice fruſtrated of thoſe 
bigotted heady Adverſaries, who would be apt to 
fall foul upon fixt Congregations; and this is ſtill 
rendered the more practicable and eaſie by the 
extreme neceſſitous Condition of divers ſuffering 
Clergymen, who for Food and Rayment would 
gladly undertake the Employment; and they have 
hard Hearts, who can ſuffer thoſe to ſtarve, who 
are ready to wait all Opportunities to feed their 
Souls. I am not willing to mention, how rich- 
ly deluded SeRaries can maintain their Sedu- 
cers. And is the Way of Truth ſo barren, that it 
cannot afford a bare Livelyhood to them, who 
ſeek nothing more in the Diſcharge of their pa- 
ſtorial Office? Has Charity ſo forſaken the true 
Religion, that the Flock ſhould grudge a necef- 


ſary Maintenance to tke Miniſters of Chriſt, who 


ſeek no ſecular Advantages, but only the Good of 
others Souls, and wherewithal to live; that they 
may purſue it. If it be thus, Religion is at the 
laſt Gaſp; hut when they have conſidered better 
on it, I hope their Hearts will ſmite them, and 
they will do better Things. 

If this Courſe was taken, it would go a great 
Way, but yet | fear it would not anſwer the Ne- 
ceſſities of all; and therefore, all the Care that can, 
mult be taken of thoſe whom theſe Supplies will 
not reach; and ſo I come in Concluſion 4 lay 
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down ſome Directions to ſuch; in the Obſervation 
of which, I hope they may find Comfort to their 
Souls, and Favour with GO D. And herein it 
may be fitly conſidered, how. they are to deport 
and behave themſelves, both towards others, and 
towards GO D. 

Now theſe muſt expect, That their Lives will 
be critically inſpected, and that they will be li- 
able to all the 5 not only of thoſe who 
are thought to be wiſe. and underſtanding, but 
even of the fooliſh and impertinent; and tho' 
Scandal taken, and not given, is their own. Harm 
who will be finding Fault without Cauſe; yet all 
Occaſtons of it ſhould be cut off as near as we can, 
and therefore in the firft Place I ſhall adviſe them 
with whom I have now to do, that they take a 
more than ordinary Care of their Lives and Con- 
verſation; and that they not only ſtrictly obſerve 
all the Rules of Juſtice and Honeſty ; but as 
much as in them lies, avoid all Appearance. of 
Evil, and as a Conſcience thus far void of Offence, 
will adminiſter no ſmall Satisfaction, and Com- 
fort to a Man's own Mind, ſo it will be a great 


Means to ſtop the Mouths of others, and to-re- 


concile them to a good Opinion of you, it be- 
ing almoſt natural to infer, that a Life every 
Way ſo ſtrift among Men, doth not proceed, 
but from ſome good Senſe of Duty towards GOD; 
beſides that, Inoffenciveneſs will allay the Malice 
and Fury of your Adverſaries, whe cannot for 
Shame be ſo violent in their Perſecutions of Men 
who live among them ſo harmleſly and innocent. 

2. According to your Ability, be charitable 
to the Poor and Needy, and compaſſionate of Per- 
ſons. in Diſtreſs z this 8 a godlike Quality, and 


here- 
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nerein we fairly imitate the Father of Mercies, 
whoſe Goodneſs is over all his Works, and hath 
roclaimed himſelf particularly the Patron of the 
Poor and „ A this enlarges the Heart of 
Man, that he doat not on the Things of this 
World, and adds a ſecret Pleaſure and Delight 
in doing Good with what he poſſeſſes; this wins 
the Hearts of others, and makes him Friends of 
the unrighteous Mammon; this ſtaggers his Ene- 
mies, who cannot but pay ſome; Reſpect to ſuch 
communicative Goodneſs; this diſcovers his Truſt 
in G OD, whilſt he truſts not in heaped up Rich- 
es, and ſhews, that he doth not think that a Man's 
Life conſiſts in the Abundance of the Things which 
he pofſeſſeth; and it is ſome Comfort to his 
Mind, that he is not altogether an unprofitable 
Steward in managing the Talent wherewith GOD 
hath intruſted him. as SOS 
30% Concern not your ſelf, if poſſible, with any 
Thing that is, or is likely to belitigious,forwho ſees 
not, that in ſuch a Caſe you are to expect no fair 
Quarter, but inſtead thereof, ſhall meet with allthe 
Upbraidings, Revilings, harſh Cenſures, and ſe- 
vere Uſage, that Wit or Malice can deviſe ? But 
if Neceſſity ſhould run you into ſuch a Premu- 
nire, if poſſible make a tolerable and ſpeedy End of 
It, accounting the leaſt Loſs the greateſt Gain and 
I durſt almoſt avouch, that you will here find the 
Lawyers Proverb verified, T hat a lean Agreement 
zs better than a fat Verdict. And if you fit down 
with ſome Loſs, you. will get rid of a great deal 
of Trouble, and 5 s Charge; and GOD who 
loves the peaceable and Peace Makers, will requite 


vou; and others will not be ſo forward to mo- 
leſt thoſe, who they ſee are ſo far from Fine 


CY 
Diſturbance to others, that they are willing with 
their Detriment to purchaſe their Quiet; but if 
any ſhould be ſo ill minded, all others will gene» 
my cry Shame of them, and force them to de- 
it, | 

Aly. Prepare for, and arm your ſelves againſt 
all ill Language, untoward Cenſures, outragious 
Affronts, falſe Slanders, frequent Injuries, and e- 
ven Sufferings both in Body and Eſtate. This is a 


hard Chap ter, but it is a Chriſtian Leſſon. As the 


World hated, and even perſecuted to Death, HIM, 
who died for the World, ſo He hath taught us, 
that it will hate His followers, and that in this 
World they muſt have Tribulation. I could wiſh 
that no ſuch ill Things were done, but the Cauſe 
of Chriſt requires it, that in Time of Tryal we do 
not ſhrink, but manfully abide it: Nor is there 
ſo much ill in it, as we weakly ſurmiſe; for in the 
End it turns to the Confuſion of the Perſecutors, 
and the Advantage of the Perſecuted; for GOD 
in his good Time, will judge their Cauſe againſt 
evil Men; and though no Afflictions, for the pre- 
ſent are joyous but grievous, yet they work out for us 
@ far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 
Beſides, all are not ſo fit for Sufferings, and there- 


fore it may be looked upon as an Argument of 


GO Ds Love, Eſteem and Value for ſuch Per- 
ſons, whom he picks oat to ſuffer for his Sake. 
Hence we read that the Apoſtles went away re- 
joycing, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame 
for the Name Y Chriſt. Acts 5. 41. Nor per- 
haps doth any Thing in the Iſſue bring more Ad- 
vantage to the Cauſe of Chriſt, than the coura- 
gious Suffering of his Servants; nor is it without 


a preſent Advantage to themſelves, for like the 
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Kefiner's Fire, it puriſies and cleanſes them from 
what is amiſs, and gives the Soul a ſtrong Satiſ- 
faction in that they have given the utmoſt Teſti- 
mony of their Sincerity towads GOD; and 
therefore in a righteous Cauſe, not to bear them 
with a Chriftian Spirit were to betray our ſelves. 
5ly. Amidſt all the Evils which others offer you, 
watch all Opportunities to do them Good, herein 
you will manifeſt your Hearts to be free from 
Rancour and Malice; and you may comfort your 
ſelves, that you are pleaſing in GOD's Sight, 
becauſe you obey his Voice who hath command- 
ed you not to be overcome of Evil, but to overcome 
Evil with Good. Beſides, the heaping up ſuch Coals 
on the Heads of your Enemies, will be a Means to 
melt them into a better Temper ;, but if not, 
the Fruit of your Doings ſhall return into your 
own Bolom. | 
Gly. In ſuch difficult Times it is convenient to 
be rather reſerved than free and open in Diſcourſe, 
eſpecially as to Matters of Religion or publick 
Affairs; and yet as Occaſton requires, it is but juſt 
and neceſfary that you declare your ſelves, and 
modeſtly give your Reaſons of your abfenting 
from the preſent Parochial Congregations; for 
not to own your Way of Religion, where there 
is juſt Cauſe for it, is in Effect to deny it; and in 
ſuch Caſe, dreadful is the Threatning of our Sa- 
viour, He that denieth me before Men, him will 1 
deny before my Father which is in Hraven. And 


indeed Religion being the main Concern of a 
Man's Life, and that whereon his Hope of E- 
ternity depends, it argues, that he is but iltgroun- 
ded in it, or not thoroughly affected with it, 
who. is afraid or aſhamed to own it where it is 

equi: 
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requiſite {6 to do: Beſides it will clear you, that” 
you do not abſtain out of any Contempt or Ne- 
left of the publick Worthip, but that you are diſ- 
fatisfied with what at preſent is offered, and that 
otherwiſe, you as mack value and defire publick 
Communion as any whatever, where it may be 
had with the Satisfaction of a good Conſcience: 
But yet in ſueh Caſes it may be prudent not to 
engage in any hot or long Diſputes; - eſpecially- 
with ſuch who are more likely to ſeek Advantage 
againſt: you; and enſnare you in your Diſcourſe, 
than to be ſatisfied with your Reaſons; - of which 
Sort are too great a Number of Men. 

Jam not willing to clog Men with a Multi- 
tade of Preſcriptions, where poſlibly a few well 
practiſed by their general Influence on Men's A- 
ctions may ſerve the Turn: 1 ſhall therefore now : 
leave their Behaviour towards others, and come 
to that -which moſt nearly concerns them ;-How - 
they may ſo diſcharge their Duty and Conſcience - 
toward G0 D, as to find Comfort when they are 
deprived of thoſe Ordinances, which are moſt be- 
neficial to the Soul; and when they cannot perform 
thoſe Duties, which are at other Times neceſſary. 

If. Then keep a ſtrict: Watch over your own : 
Souls, and often try and examine whether all be 
right; ſound and ſincere within. The Fteſhthangs + 
ag a Clog upon the Soul; we too often want a Spur 
to ſpifitual Duties, and are too prone to give our 
ſelves over to Idleneſs, and: Satan is very: bufie : 
with -his Temptations, and ready to find us any- 
manner of: Divertiſments from our-Chriſtian Bu- 


fineſs. The want of--publick- Ordinances is too 


often followed: with a Neglect of private Duties, 
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and by Occaſion of an Inconvenience we are apt 
to run into a Fault; look well therefore to it, 
that a Coldneſs or Careleſneſs do not creep upon 
you, as to your private Duties, through the Want 
of the Advantage of publick Ordinances; but re- 
member that being deprived of the one, you ought 
to be more zealous of, and conſtant in the other; 
and that all that lies in yon to make up the De- 
fett, is to do no leſs than all you can; that fo 
as to the reſt, there being a willing Mind, it nay 
be accepted according to what a Man hath, and not 
according to what he hath not. | 
zd. Frequently read and meditate on the holy 
Scriptures, for tho' (even in Times when Fears 
of Popery are made the great Outcry and Pre- 
tence ) by aſtrong unheard of Metamorphoſis, we 
are accounted as Papiſts to. all Intents of legal 
Penalties, whilſt real Papiſts are uſed even with 
Tenderneſs. Yet (Thanks be to GOD) we 
have our Bibles in Poſſeſſion, and Freedom to ule 
them; and with that Sword of the Spirit rightly 
uſed, we may both defend our own Souls, and 
beat of the Adverſary. But in reading the Scrip- 
tures Care and Caution ought to be uſed : They 
have not amiſs been compared to a River of va- 
rious Depths wherein a Child may in ſome Pla- 
ces ſafely wade, and in others an Elephant with 
Danger ſwim. If the Scriptures be read with a 
Spirit of Vanity or Curoſity to find out Quirks, 
to hatch ſtrange Notions, to diſcover uneouth and 
idle Myſteries, or any ſuch like End or Purpoſe, 
we ſhall turn that Sword of the Spirit againſt our 
ſelves, and be in Danger to do what St. Peter 
ſaid, ſome even in the Apoſtles Time had done, 
weft thoſe Words of Life to our own 1 
| ion. 
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Aion. The Scriptures therefore ought to be read 
ſoberly, modeſtly, with Prayer for G O'D's Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Bleſſing; with Attention and deep 
Regard to his wonderful Diſpenſation, in work- 
ing and revealing the Way of Man's Salvation, 
and with Diligence to leara thence our Duty, and 
the Way and Means to attain ſuch unſpeakable 
Happineſs. To ſuch Ends thoſe of Years and Un- 
derſtanding ought to read the Scriptures: But 
becauſe to train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go, 
is the Means, that he may not depart from it when 
he is old, 1 ſhould adviſe Maſters of Families at 
ſeaſonable Times to cauſe their Children and Ser- 
vants to read them in their Hearing, and in Pre- 
ſence of their Family; and perhaps it were not the 
worſe Courſe to take up the Bible before them, and. 
orderly read it thorough;. for I am apt to think 
that here that Rule may take Place, Lectio varia 
deleftat, conftans juvat; for hereby not only the 
plain Things of Scripture, which are of general 
Uſe, will fix upon, and take an early Poſſeſſion 
of their Minds and Memories ſcarce to be blotted 
out, but they will inſenſibly become acquainted 
with the whole Hiſtory of the Bible, wherein 


they will ſee GO D's wonderful Works, and 
how from Time to Time he hath puniſhed the 


Wicked, and protected his Church and fry mat 
and how they rarely fell into any Calamity 
by forſaking their GOD, and how often he re- 


ſtored them when they returned to him, and 


how G OD tho' he ſometimes tries his Servants, 


yet he always ſupported them, and in the End 
delivered them in ſuch a Way, as made moſt for 


his Glory and their Good : now theſe and ſuck 


like Things, will quicken them to the Perfor- 
C 6 mance: 
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mance of their Duty at the ſame Time that they 
learn it, and ever after. 

3d. Our own Wants and Neceſſities proclaim 
Prayer a Duty at all Times, incumbent upon all; 
but in this Caſe, it ſeems to be more than ordi- 


narily neceſſary, and ought to be more than com- 


monly uſed; and it may here be conſidered either 
as more or leſs Private, either as Perſonal and So- 
litary, or in. Conjunction with others. As to 
Prayer private or perſonal, whether continued as 
in his Cloſet, or raptim by ſudden Emotions, 
whether ſitting or walking, at Home or Abroad, 
herein his private Meditations, his preſent Piſtreſ- 
ſes, Variety of Objects, and the freſh daily Oc- 
currences and different Face of Affairs in the 
World, will furniſh. him with Matter, as his ſe- 
rious and deeply ſenſible Mind will with Devo- 
tion, if he duly attend to this one Thing, that 
he do not neglect it, but frequently exerciſe him - 
lelf therein. As to Prayer leſs. private or in Con- 
22 with others, ſtill further Care is to be 

d; for in this Caſe every Head of a Family is 
to conſider, that his Duty being abridged in ſome 
other. Matters, it is upon that very Account, en- 
larged in this; and he ought to look upon his Fa- 
mily as his Pariſh, and he to be as their Prieſt in 
all. Things within his Sphere. And in this Caſe 
as J cannot much approve. of, Men's ſudden Con- 
ceptions, wherein beſides. that the Minds. of o- 
thers cannot. follow him with ſuch full and ready 


Conſent, as ought to be in Prayer; ſo many Times. 


fuch Indecencies (to ſay no worſe) ſlip from Men 
in thoſe, extemporary. Effuſions, as rather ſet. on 
work the: petulant Spteen, than kindly move the 
Devotion of. thoſe: who: ſhould: join with. them: 
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Put where Perſons are not ſo well able to form 
their own Prayers fit to be uſed in Conjunction 
with others, they want not Helps from Books 
of Devotion, where they may find divers Prayers 
urpoſely compoſed for the Uſe of Families, and 
fach at leaſt, once or twice every Day ſhould 
not be neglected; and this will keep up a Reve- 
rence-of the moſt High GOD, and a religious 
Temper of Mind in all their Actions: But there 
is one Thing that I would particularly recom- 
mend in this Cafe, and that is, that the entire 
ublick Prayers or Service of the Church be uſed 
in the Family, at leaſt, every Lord's-Day ; I mean 
that of the daily Sacrifice, and not ſuch Parts which 
are peculiar to the Office of the Miniſter: I do 
not at preſent call to Mind any Thing in them, 
which may not be eaſily altered and fitted to a 
Family-ſervice, if. they need any Alteration at all; 
and there are ſcarce any Wants of a Chriſtian, 
which are not particularly ſpecified therein, eſpe- 
cially in the: Litany: But the great Reaſons which 
move me to this Advice at this Time, and in this 
Caſe, are, firft, That hereby a Repreſentation of 
the publick Worſhip will be kept up, and con- 
ſequently both the. Honour of it, and Deſires af- 
ter it in our Minds. Secondly, I think may ſay, 
that in ſo doing there will be a lower Degree of 
publick Worſhip, for then they ſpeak the Mind 
and Language of the Church, and as herein to- 
their Power, they declare their Concurrence with 
the Church.of GOD; fo in: Mind and Conſent 
they have all. the Faithful, andall-Copgregations 
of them every where joining with them, which is 
both a ſtrengthening of Prayer by a joint Con- 
ſent, aud upholding a Communion what in us lies. 
b | | | T hiraly,, 
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Thirdly, It will prevent the Strangeneſs of, or 
Prejudice againſt the publick Worſhip, which may 
be apt to ariſe, eſpecially among the younger Sort, 
when it ſhall pleaſe GOD to reſtore the untain- 
ted Uſe of it, and they are brought to that, which 
they ( without this Courſe) would have under- 
ſtood little or nothing of before. Foxrthly, It will 
prepare them, that when G OD ſhall in Mercy 
reſtore the right Uſe of it, they will know both 
how more decently to behave themſelves at it, 
and to do their Parts in it, being ready in their 
Reſponſes, and dutiful Geſtures, and skilful to 
follow it in all its Parts; and inſtead of looking 
on it as a ſtrange Thing, they will receive it with 
Joy and Gladneſs, and with hearty and chearful 
Thankfulneſs, praiſe G O D for reſtoring that 
which they have ſo much longed and prayed for. 
But there are two Things in the ordinary or dai- 
ly Service, which it is not for every Man to med- 
dle with, and one of them ſeems to be altogether 
forbidden to private Perſons. The 1}. is the Ab- 
ſolution, which Chriſt by ſpecial Favour for their 
greater Authority, and others ſpiritual Comfort 
and Good, hath committed to bis Miniſters, as 
his proper Delegates, and therefore not to be pro- 
nounced by leſs than a Prieſt. Whether the Act 
be Authoritative or only. Declarative I will not 
diſpute; yet to declare with Application to par- 
ticular Perſons, ſo as it may be relied on, not on- 
ly as his Opinion, but asa Thing done ( the Par- 
ty putting no Bar) requires certainly more than 
common Authority : But for my own Part I rather 
incline to think it Authoritative, but Miniſteri- 
ally; and that he who hath ſaid, Whoſe' Sins ye 
remit, they are remitted, and whoſe Sins ye * 
. they 
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they are retained, hath obliged himfelf to concur 


here with their Act, as he hath promiſed to ra- 
tifie it in Heaven; ſo that a truly penitent Soul 


may ſafely take Comfort therein: But tho' you 


may not pronounce the Abſolution, yet I think 
you may ſafely in this, or ſome ſuch like Sort, 
turn it into a Chriſtian Prayer. | 


Lmighty God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who deſireſt not the Death of. Sinner, but ra- 
ther that he may turn from his Wickeadneſs and live, 
Be graciouſly merciful to us, who are deſtitute of thy 


Miniſtert, to whom thou haſt given Power to pro- 


nounce Abſolution and Re miſſion of Sins in thy Name, 


and what we want in them, ſupply more powerfully 


by thy ſelf, ſending thy Grace and Comforts in- 
ta our Souls, and pardoning our Sins, who truly re- 
bent, and unfeignedly believe thy holy Goſpel, and 
grant us we beſeech thee true Repentance, and t 
Holy Spirit, that thoſe T hings may pleaſe thee which 
we do at this Preſent, and that the reſt of our Life 
hereafter may be pure and holy, ſo that at the laſt 
we may come to $4 eternal Joy, through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, Amen; 


The ſecond Thing which I here except from the 
Laity, is the Benediction in the Concluſion, for 
it is the Prieſt's Part to bleſs the People ; and yet 
a good and pious Maſter of a Houſe is not with- 
out ſome Share and Intereſt in bleſſing his Fami- 
ly, eſpecially his Children: But I think not in this 


Manner, and as of Authority in the daily Service; 


for here we keep up a Reſemblanee of the pub- 
lick —_— in private Duty, and mult not go 


beyond our Line; and Perſons are very apt to en- 
croach 


r 


croach, and take upon them, what belongs not 
to them; and having once broken the Ice, to pro- 
ceed from one Thing to another, which: inſtead 
of a Benefit turns to their Deſtruction; and there- 
fore, the ſafeſt Way here is to turn it into a con- 
cluſive Prayer; in- this, or ſome ſuch Form. 
Ear O moſt merciful Father !' theſe the Prayers: 
of thy alllicted Servants, who are deprived of 
thy Minifters who may bleſs us in thy Name; Re- 
lieve us in = bem ot CE, and my us 
:mmediatel elf, cauſing the Grace of our 
Bord Feſur Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the 
Fellowſhip of the Holy-Ghoft. to be. with ut all ever- 
more. Amen. * 


If this Courſe I have ſet down were well ly 
ſued, and conſtantly obſerved: in ſuch Families, 
Jam apt to think that it would be a great Means 
to keep Religion and Devotion warm; to procure 
a Bleſſing from Heaven, and prevent Tempta- 


tions to go aſt ray, and thereby more fix them in 


the right Way. 


4th. Be: diligent in Catechiſing, eſpecially thoſe: 


of the younger Sort, and let them give Account 


in Preſence of the whole Family, that all others 


may hear and give Glory to GOD; . and that they 


themſelves may not doit meerly as a Task, but: 
be made ſenſible, that it is a prepartpey Inſtru-- 
e Part of Chri- 


Aion to enable themito perform t 


ſtians, and that they may learn not to be aſha- 
med. And herein I ſhould recommend the Ghurch 
Catechiſm before others; and that not only for 
the Authority that enjoins- it, to- whom we ſhew 
Obedience in the Uſe of it, but alſo for its Per- 
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ſpicuity, Brevity and Fulneſs, ſuch as deſcends to 


the Capacity of the meaneſt, and may ſerve for 
the Uſe of the wiſeſt. 


5th. Think it not ſufficient, that you five 


orderly and chriſtianly. your ſelf, unleſs you 
take Care of all that are under your Power, that 
they do nothing unbecoming Chriſtians ;, if any 
Thing be amiſs, be not like old Eli in giving your 
Admonitions too late, or to no Purpoſe, but put 
an effectual Stop to the Beginnings of any Miſ- 
chief, and kill Vice, if poſſible, in the Seed; teach 
them to do their Duty to Man in Obedience to 
GOD, to whom they muſt give an Account; 
and warn them both by your Precepts and Exam- 
le to be not only juſt, but civil, obliging and 
ind to others; and this will be a Means not only 
to make them truly Good, but to cauſe you to 
live beloved, reſpected, and honoured amongſt 
your Neighbours. 
6th. Conſider that this Calamity befallen the 
Church, is for eur Sins, and tho' in ſuch a general 
Heat and Defe&ion, poſſibly your Words, Rea- 
ſonings, or Admonitions may have ſo little In- 
fluence upon others, that they may rather endan- 
ger your ſelves, yet you may and ought to pray 
for them, that GOD would open their Eyes, 
and bring them again to the Way of Truth an 
Righteouſneſs : But however it concerns you chief- 
ly to examine your own Souls, and ſee whether 
your own Sins, have not had a Share in 5 
down this Judgment upon us, and to repent an 
amend. And if each one would ſeriouſly ſet him- 
ſelf ſo to do, this diſmal Deſolation would yet 
ſoon find a Remedy. | 


7th. Con- 


Þ. 5: W 
7th, Conſider well and often, how great Com- 
forts and Benefits you are deprived of thro' want 
of publick Ordinances, and how great Dangers 
and Temptations you are hereby ſubjected to, 
Man is. a Creature naturally inclined to a Senſe 
of Religion, and when he has not what he ſhould 
have, he is very apt to his own Hurt, to take up 
with what he ſees others do and is ready at Hand; 
and therefore David plainly tells Saul, That the 
baniſhing him from the Inheritance of the LORD, 
was in effect to bid him, Go and ſerve other Gods. 
I. Sam. 26. 19. In this Caſe therefore you ought 
more than ordinarily to beware of ſinful Com- 
pliances, becauſe the Temptations are now more 
frequent, inſulting and ſtrong; and as upon this, as 
well as other Accounts, you ought to bewail the 
want of publick Worfhip, ſo your Deſires and Brea- 
things after it ought to be more frequent. Da- 
niel being a Captive in Babylon ſet his W indons 
open towards Jeruſalem when he prayed. Chap. 6. 
10. And indeed ſo the Jem, were directed to do 
under ſuch Diſtreſs (I. Kings 8, 48.) that their 
expreſſing their eager Deſires after GO 's pub- 
lick Worſhip, might be a Means to procure the 
Reſtauration of it; and of all the Complaints 
that David makes under Saul's Perſecution, none 
are ſo pathetical, heavy and frequent, as that 
he was driven from the Sanctuary and publick 
Worſhip of GOD: Your Harps now mult be 
hung upon the Willows,. and you ought daily and 
heartily to bemoan your ſelves and G O D's 
Church under ſuch afflicting comfortleſs Circum- 
ſtances; and therefore let not any Prayer be made 
unto GOD, but let one Petition of it conſtantly 
be, That he would take Pity upon his Church = 
| ee 
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People, heal our Breaches, ſend Peace upon Iſrael, 
give you again your Teachers now driven into Cor- 
ners, bring others to Repentance, and yeſtore his pub- 
lick Worſhip in the Way acceptable to him. And 
now having made mention of Prayer, I think it 
may not be improper to add a Prayer or two, 
which as you ſee Cauſe, you may uſe upon this 
ſd Occaſion. | | 


A Prayer to be uſed by ſuch as are deftitute of pub- 
lich Worſhip wherein they can 8 


O Father of Mercies, and GOD of all Com- 
fort, our only Help in Time of Need! 
When? Oh! when ſhall we feed at thy Table 
and ſerve thee again in the Beauty of Holineſs ? 
They have defiled thy Sanctuary and offered ſtrange 
Fire upon thine Altar ! the W icked poſſeſs the Gates 
o the Righteous, and we are ſhut out from thy Ta- 
bernacls ! We confeſs, O LORD! that we are juſt- 
ly deprived of thoſe Bleſſings and Benefits, which 
we heretofore either too highly eſteemed, or too 
groſly abuſed : But ſuffer not, we beſeechthee, h 
Truth to fail, nor the Enemies Z it finally to prevail 
amongſt us; door hal us again for the T ime wherein 
thou haſt plagued us, and the Years wherein me have 
ſuffered Adverſity ;, and whilſt we labour and 
mourn under the Want of thy 4 5 Wor ſhip, 
be thou unto us the Supply of all our Neceſſi- 
ties; keep us that we neither do, nor communi- 


cate in any evil Thing; ſhed abroad thy Grace 


more plentifully in our Hearts; comfort and 
ſtrengthen us with thy Holy- Spirit, and ſupport 
us with thy right Hand, till thou in Mercy again 
reſtore to us the Deſire of our Souls, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 1 woe 1 


— 68 J 
A Prayer for the ſuffering Clergy. 

GOD who haſt told us, That the Prien“, 

Lips fhalk preſerve Knowledge, and the People 
Hall feek the Law at his Mouth; How helpleſs 
and hopeleſs is their Condition, whoſe Teachers 
turn Seducers, and Leaders miſguide them? How 
ſhould we prepare for the Battle, when the Trumpet 
gives an uncertain Sound; W hither will not the Sheep 
wander when the Shepherds go aftray ? How deſperate 
is the Cafe, when the Prophets prophefie falſiyj, aud 
the Priefts bear Rule by their Means, and thy Peo- 
ple love to have it ſo; yet it is ſome Comfort, when 
the Inundation of iniquity hath not ſwept away 
all, thou haſt a few Names left, and ſome of every 
Order of thoſe who ſerve at thine Altar, tho 
hunted as Patridges'on the Mountains, have not 
forſaken thy Truth. Strengthen thou, O LORD! 
their Hands, comfort their Hearts, relieve their 
Neceſſities, hear their Prayers, proſper their Endea- 
vours, and hide them under the Shadow of thy Wing, 
zntil theſe Troubles be overpaſt; and when by theſe 
Tryals thou haft L- ce them as Gold in the Fire, put 
an End to theſe Calamities, and reſtore them to the 
free Diſcharge of their Functions, that they may 
build up thy Church, and others may ſee and fear, 


and return from whence they are fallen, and all 


with one conſent may gtorifie thy Name thro! Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Reftauration of the Church, &c. 


O GOD, to whom Judgment belongeth ! How 
terrible are thy Doings, when Judgment be- 
ginneth at the Houſe of GOD! There was a 
Time, when the Lamp of the LORD — 

right 
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bright in his Temple, and we were richly ſtored 
with Divine Bleſſings above all other Nations: But 
thoſe Things which onght to have endeared us 


unto thee,” and made us to love and honour thee - 


more than others, we have abuſed to Eaſe and 
Wantonneſs; ſo that thy Croſs is become a-Bar- 
den, and thy Yoke uneaſie. Thy Vineyard is laid 
waſte; Schiſm and Hypocriſie, Irreligion and Pro- 
ſaneneſs are flowed in upon us as a Deluge; he 
that departeth from Iniquity maketh himſelf a 
Prey; thoſe few who love and honour thy Name 
and Truth, are counted as an Offscouring amongſt 
Men; thy Church is driven into the Wilderneſs, 
and ithe Dragon followeth after her with Rage and 
Malice to devour Her: But ariſe, O LO RD! 
and ſhew thy ſelf, hear thy People that prayeth. 
Let not ſuch Betrayers of thy Truth prevail, who 
love Unrighteouſneſs more than Goodneſs, and to 
talk of Lies more than Righteouſneſs, who let 
their Mouths ſpeak Wickedneſs, and with their 
Tongues ſet forth Deceit, who love to ſpeak all 
Words that may do Hart; prevent the Defigns of 
ungodly and wicked Men ; appear out of Sion in 


perfect Beauty, and ſhew us thy Salvation; re- 


ſtore and ſettle thy Church, and all Things a- 
mongſt us upon the Foundations of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs; give us our Judges as at the firſt, 
and our Counſellors as in the Beginning; grant 
ns a free Acceſs unto thy Holy-places, andlet thy 
faithful Priefts declare thy Will, ſo that we that 
are thy people and Sheep of thy Paſture, ſhall e- 
ver give thee Thanks, and praiſe thy Name from 
Generation to Generation through Jeſus Chriſt 
our LORD. Amer. 


Theſe 


1 

Theſe now have I given as a Specimen which 
any may uſe as they ſee Occaſion; and if any de- 
ſire more or larger, they may be fitted out of 
Books of Devotion written in the former Trou- 
bles as well as theſe; particularly I remember 
there are Two or Three among the Devotions at 
the latter End of The hole Duty of Man, which 
if compared with theſe Times, look as like Pro- 
heſies as Prayers, they ſo well ſuit the Occaſion. 
Fine now caſt in my Mite, from which, if any 
reap a Benefit or Comfort, I have my End: But 
if it be fonnd lefs uſeful or profitable, I hope my 
Good-will may procure my Pardon. So with my 
hearty and daily Prayers for all afflicted Souls, 
begging likewiſe theirs for me, who am one of 
the meaneſt of GOD's Miniſters; I take my 
Leave, recommending them to GOD, and the 
Help of his Grace, to whom be all Glory, Praiſe, 
Power and Dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Biſhop Taylor's Advice to thoſe who have only an Op- 
port unnity of communicating ſpiritually. 
98 Perſons as theſe, ſays he, if they prepare 
themſelves with all the eſſential and ornamen- 
tal Meaſures of Addreſs, and actually deſire that 
they cquld actually communicate, they may place 
themſelves on their Knees, and building an Altar 
in their Heart, may celebrate the Death of Chriſt, 
and in holy Deſires join with all Congregations 
in the Chriſtian World, who that Day celebrate 
the Holy-Communion, and may ſerve their Devo- 
tion by Prayers and Actions Euchariſtical, chang- 
ing only ſuch circumſtantial Words, as relate N 
: act ua 


J 


3 
h actual Participation: And then they may remem- 
eber and make uſe of the comfortable Doctrine of 
xf t. Auſtin: It is one Thing, faith that learned Saint, 
1- Wo be born of the Spirit, and another Thing to be fed 
r N the Spirit; as it is one Thing to be born of the 
t WH, which is, when we are born of our Mother; 
h and another 7 hing to be fed of the Fleſh, which is 
- Wane when ſhe ſuckles her Infant by that Nouriſhment | 
1. hich is changed into Food, that he might eat and 
y aint with Pleaſure, by which he was born to Life 
t when this is done without the actual and ſacramen- 
y ral Participation, it is called, Spiritual Manduca- 
tion: Concerning which, I only add the pious 
„ Advice of a religious Perſon, Let every faithful 
f WW Soul be ready and deſirous often to receive the 
y holy Euchariſt to the Glory of GOD: But if he 
e cannot ſo often communicate Sacramentally as he 
» deſires, let him not be afflicted, but remain in 
„perfect Reſignation to the Will of GOD, and 
diſpoſe himſelf to a ſpiritual Communion ;, for 
no Man, and no Thing, can hinder a well diſpo- 
ſed Soul, but that by holy Deſires ſhe may, if ſhe 
pleaſe, communicate every Day. 

To this nothing is neceſſary to be added, but 
that this Way is never to be uſed, bat upon juſt i 
Neceſlity, and when it cannot be actual; not up- 14 
on Peeviſhneſs and ſpiritual Pride; not in the Spi- bi if 
rit of Schiſm and fond Opinions; not in Deſpite Wh 
of our Brethren, and Contempt or Condemnation "By. 
of the Holy Congregations of the LORD, but 8 
with a living Faith, and an actual Charity, and oh 
great Humility, and with the Spirit of Devotion; 
and that ſo much the more intenſly and fervently, "iN 
by how much he is really troubled for the Want — 14 
of actual Participation in the Communion of 
| Saints, 
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Saints; and then that is true which St. Au; 
faid, Crede et manducaſti; Believe and thou hat 


* 


An Act of ſpiritual Communion to be uſed when a 
Perſon is deſtitute of external Communion. By 


M* Soul hath a Deſire and Longing to enter 
| into the Courts of the LORD; when ſhall 
I come to appear before the Preſence of G OD, 
in the Aſſembly of his People? In the mean Time, 
I know full well, O Heavenly Father! that thy 
Eyes are in every Place, in-all the dark Corners 
of the Earth, and that thou art every where near 
to all that call upon Thee fairhfully. - 

I rely upon the Sacrifice offered by Chriſt Je- 
ſus for the Pardon of wy Sins, for the Afﬀiſtance 
of thy Grace in doing of my Duty for the Future, 
and for the Aſſurance of a happy Reſurrection to 
eternal Life. I acknowledge it to be the boun- 
den Duty of all Chriſtians to communicate with 
Chriſt, and with each other in the holy Ordi- 
nance where he has declared his Body to be given 
to GOD for us, and his Blood to be ſhed for the 
Remiſſion of our Sins; and haſt commanded us 
to eat the one, and drink the other. LORD! 
Thou knoweſt the Deſire of my Heart to be to this 
Bread and this Cup; and that when ever thou in 
thy good Providence ſhalt remove the Obſtacle, 
der which I at preſent lie, my Heart is ready to 
join with any true Chriſtian Prieſt and People, 
in offering this Sacrifice, and partaking of this 
ſpiritual Feaſt. In the mean Time 1 3 the 

Want 


- 


_ 
Want of Opportunity, and Promiſe, that if Thou 
wilt deliver N my preſent Deſtitution, I 
will give Thanks unto thy Name, I will pay m 
Vows in the midſt of thy People, and will with them 
celebrate the Communion of the Body and Blood 
of my Redeemer. A. ke dab 
Accept, O LORD, of my Will and Deſire, 
while I cannot actually communicate, let thy gra- 
cious Preſence be with me, while 1 do now in 
Mind and Spirit approach thine Altar, and offer 
my Mite, and join in the Devotions of thy Church, 
and magnifie thy Love and Mercy in all thy 
Works, and eſpecially in the Redemption of the 
World through Jeſus Chriſt ; and confeſs my Un- 
worthineſs of the leaſt of thy Mercies, and ef- 
pecially of that which is the greateſt ! I lament 
and abhor my Sins, and renounce them for the 
Time to come. I lincerely love Thee and thy 
90n, and his Goſpel above all Things : I love my 
Neighbours after the ſame Manner that I love my 
ſelf: I deſire their gp ns Welfare, and their e- 
ternal Happineſs. I fincerely forgive mine Ene- 
mies; and deſire and purpoſe in all Things to ful- 
fil thy. Will. LORD! reject not my Prayer, 
nor turn thy Mercy from me; while, tho' abſent 
from all true Chriſtian Congregations 'in Body, 
but preſent with them all in Spirit and Deſire, I 
join with them in pleading the Merits of the all- 
ſufficient Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of thy 
Son, for the Pardon of my own Sins, and of all 
ſincere Penitents, for the-obtaining of all neceſ- 
ry Graces, and of an hippy Reſurrection to e- 
ternal Lite. I ſincerely labour for, and have a 
true Hunger and Thirſt after the Bread and Cup, 
that endureth to W Life. Oh! 3 
8 am 
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denied the Sacrament it ſelf, be Thou plea- 

— grant me the Power and Efect of it by 

the Operation of the Holy-Ghoſt, and diſmiſs me 

not without a Bleſſing, through the High-Prieſt 

of our Oblation Jeſus Chriſt, thine only Son, my 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
Uron A | 


QUESTION, 


hat a Chriſtian is to do who goes into a Conn- 
try or Place, where the Clergy is unwarrantable, 
N- or, the Worſhip corrupt, or both. 


1 Queſtion is ſuppoſed to be put by a 
Chriſtian, who as ſuch, muſt be preſumed to 
believe the Chriſtian Faith, the Summary where- 
of, as to all Points of neceſſary Belief, is contai- 
ned in the Creeds ; and one Article is, Jo believe 
the Holy-Catholick Church; or, as it expreſs'd in the 

Nicene-Creed, The One Holy-Catbolik Church. * 
This Holy-Catholick Church, is, and can be but 
One, becauſe there is but (4) Oxe Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, and this is manifeſt through- 
ont the New-Teſtament, where ſometimes it is 
called the Spouſe of Chrift ; and there can be but 
one Spouſe, where there is but ne Husband. Some- 
times it is called a ( 5 ) Building, which hath, 
2 N 


See this Article of the Creed, as explained hy che learned 
and excellent I 1 and the pious Mr, Xeilewell. 
(a) Epb, iv. 5. (5) Eph. i. 20, 27. 


e ee e e e is by 
or can have but one Foundation, And ane Chief 
Cormer-Stone. Sometimes we find it called, and I ;;,,, 
compared to 2 (6 Hoct under one Shepherd, even it m 
Chrift : And moſt emphatically it is called a (4) fro 
Body, of which Chriſt himſelf is the Head. (e) one 
From whom the whole Body fitly joined together, and wht 
compatted -by that which every Joint ſupplies, acfÞ mma 
cording to the effettual working in the Meaſure f $11c} 
every Part,” maketh Increaſe of the Body, unto the of c 
edifhing of it ſelf in Love. poſit 

This Body of Chriſt, the Church, muſt conſitY muff 
of many Members, united together under him the] able 

Head, who quickens it into a ſpiritual Life in thou 
him, by imparting to it, or deriving upon it the F 
Grace of the One Holy Spirit, without which the ( 
we cannot have Life Eternal. Ofc 
In this Myſtical-Body of Chriſt, the Church rhe # 
Members are all ranged according to GOD's own with 
Appointment by Chrift, that is, the Perſons off dain 
whick the Church conſiſts, according to the Char yern 
ter by which it is conſtituted, are of divers Con-W tinge 
ditions, Ranks and Orders, and not a looſe, in 
coherent Multitude : For by G0 D's Appoint 
ment, ſome are to govern, and others to be go 
verned. (F) Obey them that have the Rule ove 


you, and ſubmit your ſelves. Some are to InfbruY Engle: 
or Preach, and others to be Taught: Some to mi 3 1 
niſter in divine Things; and others to partate of make 
their Miniſtrations. Kia — 
Here then theſe Things are plain, viz. That this than 
Body the Church can be but One, becauſe there] (72 
SIR dn pate, rn 
; WP reveal 
Wb 5 6 * — out th 
Miniſt 


(e) Jehif x. 26. (4) Rom. XII. 4; 5, Eph.-v, 28. Ce) Eu our 1 
Iv, 4116, (F ll, no 


r 
is but One Head to which it muſt be united, and 
One Holy-Spirit to quicken it, and One Founda- 
tion of Faith to ſupport it: And as it is a Body 
it muſt have Order, to keep it from being mon- 
ſtrous and in Confuſion. If all the Body were 


one Member it could not be a Body. (g) If the 


whole Body were an Eye, where were the Hearing ? 
and if the whole were Hearing, where were the 
Smelling ? And this demonſtrates the Neceſſity 
of Order; and this Order conſiſts in the due Diſ- 
poſition and Subordination of all the Parts, which 
muſt be thus united together; not by a chang- 
able Humour as Men pleaſe, but as GOD has 
thought fit to appoint. | | 

Therefore no Man can take upon him, either 
the Governing, Teaching, or Miniſtring-part, or 
Office, but as appointed by GO D. 1 (+) As 
the Father ſent the Son, ſo the Son ſent the Apoſtles 
with Commiſſion and Power, to appoint and or- 
dain others to help them to gather, form and go- 
vern his Church, and this Succeſſion to be con- 
tinued to the End of the World, * And thus 


D 3 . he 


_ 1 
— _ 


(g) I. Con. Xii. 17. Þ See the 23d. Article of the Church of 
England, which declares, That it is not Lawfu for any Man 
to take upon him the Office of publick preaching, or miniſtring the 
Sacraments before he be lawfully called. And as a Man cannot 
make himſelf a Miniſter in the Church, ſo neither can he 
conſtitute, or appoint another to be his Miniſter, no more 
than 2 Flock fof Sheep can appoint their own Shepherd, 
5) John xx. 21. * Beveridge's iſt. Vol. Serm, Pag. 119.. ſaith 
e cannot come to the Knowledge of GO D's Word, but 
by his Church ; neither can we rightly believe what is there 
revealed, nor duly perform what is there commanded with- 
ont the Aſſiſtance of GOD's Spirit, which js given by the 
Miniſtry of the Church, and abide with it for ever, as 
our Lord has promiſed, Bia * 
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my POR g 
r 
he ma kes good his Promiſe to his Church: (i) Loi 
am with you to the End of the World. He is with his 
Church by his Miniſters, who are the Stewards and 
Diſpenſers of his Word and Sacraments. He is with 
his Mixiſters by his Holy-Spirit the Comforter, to 
enable them Authoritatively and Efetually to bleſs 
in his Name. From hence it follows, that if the 


Clergy break this ſacred Bond, and keep not the 


Unity of the Spirit, they loſe their. Authority, 
and cannot effectualh) miniſter in Holy-Things. 
And if the Laity follow ſuch Clergy, or abandon, 
or break from truly authorized Officers of Chriſt, 
they become like Branches broken. off from the 
Vine, without Sap and Nouriſhment ; or, like 
Limbs cut off from the Body, without Spirit 
and Life. | 

Again, we muſt note, that this One Catho- 
jick-Church ( tiled Catyolick, to denote, that 
the Church as Oue contains al Ages and Places 
throughout the World, from the Beginning to 
the End of it) is called the Oze Holy-Church for 
theſe Reaſons. | 

ff. Becauſe it conſiſts of Perſons called or cho- 


ſen out of the World to be a peculiar People un- 


to G OD, zealous of good Works; ſuch as are de- 
voted to the living GOD, to ſerve him in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. And therefore, 
 2ly. All the Miniſers of the Goſpel muſt be 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs. It they teach the Peo- 
to be anjuſt, to do wrong, or any ſinful Thing, 
they become Wolves, and ceaſe to be Miniſt er: 
of the Goſpel of Chrift, who hath called us 1 
| meſs ; 


IO 
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(i Matt, xxviii, 20. 
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1 Þ Linefr;, atleaſt, while they are ſuch Teachers; nor 
is | ought. the Sheep to follow ſuch Shepherds. And 
id | therefore, © "ry 
th 30. AN Members of the Church, however they 
to may fail in their Practice, are bound to profeſs 
cl Holineſs, ot elſe they ought as dead Branches to 
ne be cur of from the Communion of Chriſtians, 
he and from theſe Reaſons, the Church is called and 
7 believed Holy. f | 
5, It muſt alſo be conſidered, that this One Holy 
Catholick Church, this myſtical Body of Chrift, is 
ſt, ¶ not dead and inoporative, but is Living, as anima- 
he ted by the One Holy-Spirit, and fruitful in good 
ke Works, and diligent in the Diſcharge of all GOD's 
tit Commandments, of which G O D's publick Wor- 
/5ip, moſt properly and chiefly belongs to it, as a 
0- 8 or Body. And as the publick Worſhip of 
GQD is a Duty which we are all bound by Nature 
end Revelation to perform, ſo there is much Com- 
to fort and Benefit to all ſober Minds, when it is 
or pure as it ought to be. | 
But then, whatever is done, or deſigned for 
,-- GOD's Worſhip, or Service, muſt be agreeable 
n- to the Divine Nature, and correſpondent to GOD's 
e- Will and holy Commandments : for if our Wor- 
* ſhip be not holy and true, and offered with pure 
Minds, inſtead of Honour to GO D, it becomes 
be! offenſive en and inſtead of 


an (t) ac- 
o- ceptable Service, ſuch Worſhip is an Abomina- 
g, tion. * For to GOD, who is Holineſs it ſelf, no- "nl 
rs | D 4 thing — 14 
„ | UAE d . 14 
＋ wy, Hh 


—K (+) Rom. xii. tr, * No unclean Thing muſf be 2 to the 
| LORD, nothing that hath any Blemiſh or Illfavo 
XV, 1. r 
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thing but what is holy can be acceptable. ( LT he 
righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs: But the Wick- 
ed and him that loveth & iolence his Soul hateth. 
. Therefore, where the Mort is made incon- 
liſtent with 6 O D's Honour, by being. unholy, 
there our Obligation to join in ſuch Worſhp cea- 
ſeth, and we are bound in Duty to avoid it, and 
ſhew our Diſlike of it: For as we ſaid above, our 
Worſhip, our Prayers, and the like, can be no 
longer à Duty, or Benefit to us, than they are 
ECO to GOD. And we may be ſure they 
can be no longer acceptable to him, than they are 
agreeable to his Nature, as being fram'd accord- 
ing to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and offered up 
to him in Faith and Sincerity of Heart. 

From hence it follows, that all Chriftians are 


under the grea teſt Obligations imaginable to con- 


ſider Two Things, ix. 85 
IA. W hat Marſbip, what Prayers they preſunie 
to * up, what Service they perform to GOD. 
nd; ENS 1:Ms 
2ly. They muft conſider by whom Prayers are 
offered up, becauſe as Chriſtians, we belong to 
Chriſt's Body, the Church; and becauſe of the 
Order in which all the Members are ranged and 
knit together : For as it hath been. proved above, 
and is neceſſary to be inculcated here. It is not 
an indiſcriminate Number of People, promiſcous 
without Method or Connection, but a. Body, as 
other political Societies are; and of this Body, 
Chriſt himſelf is the Head: And our publick Wor- 
ſhip is the Service of this Body ; and it - the 
| a. Or- 
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(2) Put; x. 5, 8; | 


$_ ̃ — — P 1 —— — — — 


F 

Worſhip of every individual Chriſtian, as they are 
Members of Chriſt : For as the natural - Body con- 
fiſts of divers Parts and Members, duly diſpoſed, 
and compacted together, without which they can - 
not live; ſo the Church conſiſts of divers Per- 
ſons, of different Qualities, Powers and Conditi- 
ons, as hath been ſhewn above, and: muſt be well 
conſidered in the Queſtion propoſed. ln. 
For they who govern this Society, whieh is foun- 
ded upon a divine Charter to ſpiritual Purpoſes, 
muſt do it by Chris Authority, who as Head 
of his Church, (n) gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Pa- 
0 tors and Teachers, for the work of the Miniſtry, 
e 


for the edifying of the Body o Chriſt. *- 

| The Work of the Miniſtry then cannot lie in 
„ | common, to be taken up, and exerciſed by any 

One that will, but by ſuch only as are Iamfally 
e thereunto called. ( ny Hiw Ferns they 82 ex- 
) cept they be ſent. And thus ſaiĩd our Saviour to 

his Apoſtles, when he gave them Commillion to 
0 ther and govern his Church; (o) As my Father 
0 foe me; ſo ſend I you. And upon this Ground- 
e St, Paul argues concerning the prieſtly Office in 
d fie Church. ('p ) No Man taketh this Honour to 
, ang but he that is called of GOD, as was: An- 
t n. J. | | 
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% £pb iv. x1; 127 See this [olidly and largely prb-. || 

ved by Dr. Potter in his excellent Diſcourſe of Church Go- \M1Y 

U vernment. Chap. 5. Pag. 234, &c. (u) Rem. 10. 15. (6): 14 
on John XX. 21. (p) Heb. V. 4. If thou occaſionally comeſt - | 
| into any City, do not ſimply enquire for. the Hauſe of God, | 


— for Herericks and Schiſmaticks call the Places of their A(-- 
| ſemblies, GO D's Houſe. Neither d thou ask at large for 
the Church, but for the Catholicł-· church. St. Cyril Higrus, Catee- 

chiſm 18. Pag. 222. Edit. Paris. 


ES 1 
So then; as there ean be no Church without 
Officers, viz. Biſhops or Prieſts; and none can 
miniſter as ſuch in the Church of Chriſt, but 
thoſe who derive their Authority from him; fo 
none ought to ſubject, or join themſelves to any 


for divine Offices, but to thoſe who are duly and 


rightly qualified and inveſted with Authority from 
GOD to perform them. And none can have 
that, who are cut off by Eæcommunication, or have 
cut themſelves off by Hereſy or Schiſ m. 
Saul loſt his Kingdom by preſuming to offer 
Sacrifice, which was the Prieſt's Office. Qzzah 
was ſtricken dead for meddling with the Ark, tho 
but to ſave it. () Uriah was ſtricken with 
. for preſuming to burn Incenſe. 
his Preſumption of miniſtring in Holy-things, 
without Commuſſion, was the Sin of Korah and 
his 'Complices, And of how great Conſequence that 
was, appears by the dreadful Judgment which was 
executed upon them. And as for thoſe who join 
with them, they become Partakers of their Sin 
and may therefore expect to ſhare in their Pu- 
niſh ment, at leaſt they forfeit their Title to 
GOD's Bleſſing, and the Benefit of all other ſpi- 
ritual Graces, which can only be had, by keep- 
ing the Unity of the Spirit in the Band of Peace. 
Our Saviour promiſeth his Preſence only to thoſe 
who were gathered together in his Name, that is, 
by and under his Authority. Where the Suc- 
ceſlion is broken, (as it is in Schiſzn ) the Se- 
quence is interrupted, and they cannot a = 
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(4) UH. cn. XVI. 23 
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2 irit upon others, who have it not them; 
As therefore it concerns all Chriſtians to con- 
ſider to what Ecclefiaſtical-Officers; or Prieſts 
they join themſelves. So. | | 
. It concerns them no leſs to conſider what 
Sacrifice, what Service, what Prayers are offered 
up; for as an intruding, or ſchiſnatical Prieft, who 
wants Authority for what he preſumes to do, ren- 
ders the Service fruitleſs : 9 i a Prieft that is 
lawfully called, ſhall offer up pollut ed, unholy 
Prayers, they render themſelves and him odious to 
the Almighty ; and whoever wittingly joins with. 
him, becomes Partaker of his Guilt. Upon this 
Foot it is, as I conceive, that Roman Catholicks 
communicate not with us, becauſe they hold our 
Prieſthood to be ſchiſmatical.;, nor do we commu- 
nicate with them, becauſe. their Service is carrupt, 
and their Prieſthood affected by it, with Reſpect 
to the true Catholick - Churc nn... 
In ſome ſuch Caſes it is com „ eee that 
when we go into Congregat ions where there are 
immoral Prayers, we let thoſe Prayers alone (If we 
are at Liberty to pick and chooſe our Prayers, 
and to let what we diſlike alone, and are not: 
concerned to what Prieſt we join our ſelves, we 
may go into any pop Aſſemblies to worſhip, or 
even into a Turkiſh Moſque, which every ſober 
Chriſtian abominates) and do not join in them. 
And: When it is not known that the Prieſt in- 
tends to offer up ſuch oful Prayers, this may 
excuſe thoſe wWho are preſent, but do not _— | 
eee en re ens: 
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them: But if he knows before, that the Service 
is corrupt, it will not excuſe, tho A HEN be 
not ſaĩd to them: And yet perhaps few Peo- 
ple are, or can be ſo attentive always, as never 
to drop an F ME N through Inadvertency to 
ſuch Prayer. 1 N 125 

Bat, be this as it will, If any one goes to a 
Congregation, where ſome of the Prayers are ſuch 
as he cannot join in; what doth he repair to that 
Aſſembly for ice ds 86 uch ſolemn 
Aſſemblies are fruſtrated by it; for the End of 
aſſembling for Divine-Service is, (r) That with 
One Mind, and with One Mouth, we may gloriſie 
6 0 D; that is, that all the Congregation may 
have the ſame Thoughts and Deſires, and utter 
the ſame Words in Conjunction with the Prieſt, 
who is the Mouth of the People. 1 Þ 


But the Abſurdity of going to Congr ations 


where there are immorul Prayers, is further ap- 
parent from this Conſideration, That every par- 
ticular Congregation duly aſſembled with their 


Prieſt, reſembleth the whole Church of Chrilt, as 


being an homogenial | Part of it, and is there- 
fore. Sound, and Catholick,, as in Union, Cohe- 
1090 | 9 8 | rence, 


— 


nat ius Ep, ad M 


agnes Cap, 7. Fuſtin Martyr allo 
calls theſe CO MMON- AYE RS, 4701 I. art our 


Publick Service is called, becauſe all de, or-ſhould jcin 
in them. 1 And Dr. Potter in his Diſcourſe of church 
Government, Cap. 5. Pag. 245. ſaith, It is impoſſible for the 
Prep Baron 1 Jo 25 bs on guns, but by _ ng. * 
rieſt, who is the Mouth of the Congregation. That c 
Part being like the Pole. 


47) Row, xv, 6, 4 One Prayer, One. Supplicatiou, A. 
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Fence, and Conjunction with it, which originalty 
is Holy and Catholick. And thus is Chriſt = 
tually and benefically preſent with Chriſtians ſo 
aſſembled; And as Chriſt is the Head of the 
whole Church, ſo is every Prieft for the Time Of- 
ficiating, the Repreſentative: Head or Mouth of 
that Aſſembly where he officiates, and all the Con- 
gregation are joined to him as ſuch. This Truth 
was long ago inſiſted on by our learned Mr. 
Meade, and ſo clearly and fully expreſſed by Mr. 
Nelſon, in his excellent Book of the Feaſts and 
Fals of the Church, thus, The Actions of. Men 
in holy Aſſemblies, are not like their private Actions 
at other Times For all the Actions in publick, are 
to be accounted as one Action of. the whole Body; 
every Prayer, the Prayer of all, as one: W hatſoever 
Warſhip G 0 D requires of any one alone, the. ſame 
.alſo he requires of all met together, as one: From 
hence it is plain, That whoſoever 5 to Aſ- 
ſemblies, where he knows immoral Prayers are 
Part of the publick Worſhip, he makes thoſe Pray- 
ers to become his omn, whether he approves the 
or not. * 
From the Nature of the Thing then, and fro 
the Whole Tenor of the Goſpel, it is manifeſt, 
that a regular Prieſt hood, and an holy and uniform 
_S Worſhip is required for all Chriſtians, (Can that 
be publick Worſhip where the Prieſt and one Part 
of the Congregation. are praying one Way, and 
the. other Part are praying another ? Or, can 
he be a Prieſt to them. in Publick,' who are. ut- 
tering Prayers of their own, and Privately allo? 
A 
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Or, can priuate Chriſtians be their 2w# Prieſt in 
-Pablick; and offer their own: Sacriſice? They muſt 
beſo, unleſs they join with the Prieſt, where as they 
fay, they do not) in which they may and muſt 
unanimouſly ——_ For, if they do not, the In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt is violated, and the . Worſhip 
corrupted, and made ineffectual to the Purpoſes 
for which it is offered up. | Car 
The Church of Corinth fell into a Miſchief of 
this Kind, when they had Diviſions in their re- 
ligious Aſſemblies, and were _—_— by St. Paul 
for it; tho' they ſeem not to have had any in. 
moral Prayers in their Worſhip; for he ſaith (/) 
Their coming together ( in ſuch Manner) was not 
for the Better, but for the Worſe. In the firſt Cha 
ter of this Epiſtle to the Corinthians you may ſee 
there were Contentions among them, while (r) 
One ſaid, he was of Paul, another of Apollos, ano- 
ther of Cephas, and. another of Chriſt. And this 
was contrary to what St. Paul earneſty beſought 
them. ( v ) By the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that they ſhould ſpeak the ſame Things, and be per- 
fectly joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ſame Judgment. Theſe Contentions and Diviſions a- 
mong the Corinthians in their religious Aſſemblies, I 
_ conceive to have been about ſome Perſons for whom 
Prayers were to be offered up, for as St. Paul 
directs (x) Prayers and Supplications to be made 
for Kings, and all that are in Authority: So Piety 
and Gratitude, made it a conſtant Practice to 
remember in their Prayers the Biſhop of the 
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JI. Cor. xi. 17, 18. (t) I; Cor. "FH (» ) I. Ger, i. 10. 
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(x) I. Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
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n Church for the Time being, and the Authors of 
their Converſion to Chriſtianity; and other Be, 
) | nefaRors, to whom they were in any great De- 
t rec obtiged. And many at C#inth might _pro- 
4 bly have different Authors of their (y) Corver- 
PIN fron, as they had of their Baptiſm; and ſo I con- 
'S il ceive they came to differ in their Prayers, while 
each ſtrove to have their Friends preferred. And 
this Difference, ſmall as it may ſeem to have been, 
ſpoiled their Devotions, and brought a ſevere Re- 
proof from the Apoſtle upon them wy 
As. St. Paul exhorted and beſought the Corin- 
thians to avoid Contentions, or Schiſms, as hin- 
dring, and corrupting their Devotions, which all 
Chriſtians ought to be very careful of: So in the 
Church at Carthage, in a Time of Perſecution, 
St. Cypridn, the Biſhop-of it, wrote to his Preſ- 
byters, Deacons and People, earneſtly preſſing 
them, both to Diligenee and Unanimity in their 
Prayers. And he tells them that he had a Vi- 
ſion, in which it was ſaid, Ark and ye ſhall receive; 
and then the People ( in the Viſton Preſent ) were 
commanded to pray for ſome Perſons who were 
recommended to their Prayers: But the People 
differed both in their Words and Wills; and 
that this was diſpleaſing to- him, who ſaid, A. 
and ye ſhall receive, St. Cyprian tells them the Ca- 
lamity of Perſecution had not happened if the 
Brethren had been Vnani mou; and he earneſty 
preſſes them, as St. Paul does all Chriſtians, to 
avoid Diſcord in their Devotions, becauſe it would 
hinder: the good Effect of them, but to labour 4 
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de as the Chriſtians were deſcribed to haye been; 
( z ) Of one Heart and of one Soul.“ x 

By all this it appears, that VUnanimity is neceſ- 
fary, very neceſſary to recommend our Prayers 
to Almighty GOD; and that therefore we ought 
not to go to Congregations, where the Prayers 
are ſuch as we cannot join in throughout: (If 
we ſeem to pray with the Congregation and do 
not, it is Hypocriſie with Men: And if we pray 
with the Congregation, and yet mean not what 
we utter to GOD, it is abominable Hypocriſie with 
him. T (2) Again F ſay unto you, that if two of 
you ſhall-agree on Earth, as touching any Thing they 
ſhall ast, 1t-ſhall be done for them, of my Father which 
it in Heaven. + G O'D' who makes Men to be of 
one Mind in an Houſe, will admit none into his e- 
ternat heavenly Habitation, but thoſe who are 
-unanimous in their Prayers) 
©, Ohbj. Here ſome good People grow uneaſie out 


of Fear, that they ſhould live like Heathens, and, 


as without GO D in the World, if they ſhould not 
repair to ſome Place of pzblick Worſbip; for which 
they can have no Opportunity but in ſuch Con- 
: 9 re- 
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('z) Ads iv, 32. * Imo vero nec veniſſent hzc maln, ſi 
in Unam Fraternitas fuiſſet animata. St. Cyr. Fp. II. p. 24. 
+. Sic loquendum cum Deo, tanquam homines audiant, et 
fic loquendum cum hominibus, tanquam Deus audiat. 
Macrob. Sau nal Lib. 4: _— ( a-) fat. xviii. 19. 
1 Deus qui inhabitare facit Unanimes in Domo, non ad- 


mittit in Divinam & æternam Domum niſfi eos apud quos 


eſt Unanimis Oratio. St. Cyprias de Orat. Domin., | 
Edit. Oxon. 8 : os 
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gregations, as are mentioned in the Queſtion at 
W „ bes bay e 5 r 

By what has been already ſaid, it appears, That 
refuſing to be of ſuch . Fab not living 
without GO D, but, adhering more firmly to Him, 
and giving Proof of a greater Reverence and Re- 
gard to the Purity and Holineſs of his Divine Na- 
ture; and is a nobler Teſtimony of our godly Fear 
and Sincerity of Heart, when we refuſe to ap- 
pear where. the Name of GOD is profaned by an 
open Violation of his Laws, becauſe ( þ ) Obe- 
dience is better thans acrifice. ( In Time ef Per- 


ſecution, my beloved Brethren, when you ſee our 


Aſſemblies broken up,our Congregations ſcattered, and 
the Paſtors not permitted to preach, be not moved; 
for whoever by ſuch Means is ſeparated from the 
Flock in Body; but not in Heart and Mind, ought 
not to be perplexed, becauſe he can never be alone in 
his Flight, who hath. Chrift for his Cumpanion; nor 
can he who keeps the Temple of GOD, be ever, or 
any where without G O D.) And GOD has no 
need of our Prayers. What publick Worſhip had 
Elijah by the Brook Cherith where the * fed 
| Im? 
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(b)T. Sam; xv. 22. Nec quiſquam, Fratres Dilectiſſimi, 
cum populum noftrum fugari mer conſpexerit Perſecu- 
tionis, conturbetur, quod collectam Fraternitatem uon vi- 
deat, nec tractantes Epiſcopos audiat. Ubicunqʒ in illis 
diebus Unuſquiſq; Fatrum fuerit, a Grege interim Neceſh- 
tate Temporis Corpore, non Spiritu Separatus, non movea- 
tur; ſolus non eſt cui Chriſtus in fuga Comes: Solus non 
eſt, qui Templum Dei ſervans Ubicung; fuerit fine Deo 
non eſt. St. Cyprian Ep. 58. p. 122. Edit. Oxom 
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bim? Or thoſe excellent Perſons ( ) Of whom 
1 


the World was not worthy, who are faid to have man- 
ared in Deſerts, in Mountains, in Dens, and = 
Caves of the Earth? Theſe were not without GOD, 
nor cut off from the Church, tho' they could not 
be in the ſolemn Aſſemblies. The like was the 
Caſe of the Martyrs in the firſt Ages of Chriftia- 
_ nity, who, for the Trath's Sake, were condem- 
ned to work in the Mines, and were imprifoned, 
and could not therefore come at any religious A. 
femblies; and yet were not, nor did they think 
themſelves, as wit hout G O D in the World. 
Wee are to conſider, as was hinted above, That 
GOD does not want our Prayers to inform him 
of our Deſires, or to move him to gratifie them, 
otherwiſe, than as he requires our Homage and 
Service, which we muſt always pay him, as above 
8 or elſe they will not be acceptable to 
im, and if they be not, to be fire they will 
bring down no Bleſſing upon us. 
Under ſuch Circumſtances therefore, when good 
Chriſtians can have no Recourſe to lawful Aﬀem- 
blies, where an holy Worſhip-is offered up by a 
warrantable Priefthood (that Prieſthood only is war- 
rantable which acts in the Unity of the Church; 
for Chriſt never gave Power to any to act againſt 
his Body the Church, for what Power he gave 
was for Ediſication, for as St. Paul ſaith, (c) We can 
do nerhing againſt, but for the Truth; therefore no 
Biſhop can ordain aut horitatively in, or into Schiſm; 
nor can Perſons ordain'd, bleſs in the Name of 
Chriſt, becauſe they have not his Authority 
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(ZE) Heb» xi, 38. (c) II. Cor, xiii. 8. 
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1 by) let them repair to their Cloſets, and 
there offer up ſuch Prayers.as are agreeable to Al- 
mighty GOD: And, if they can, let them do 
it about the Time of the ſolemn Aſſemblies, and in 
Heart, or Mind and Wiſh, make themſelves Mem- 
bers of ſuch Congregations, by offering up in Sub- 
ftance, at leaſt the ſame Prayers, Thus the Pro- 
phet Haniel, when in Captivity at Babylon ( d) went 
uþ into his Chamber, and opening his W indows to- 
wards Jeruſalem, the Place of GOD ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip, there made his Prayer with an Eye of Faith, 
looking to, and joining Deſire with that Wor- 
ſhip, which was, or ought; there to be perfor- 
med, And this (I doubt not) made him look'd 
upon by GOD, as a true Member of the Jeru- 
ſalem Church, and gave him the Benefit of that 
Worſhip, tho' not preſent at it. Nor is it to be 
queſtionꝭd, but that Chriſtians from the like Pra- 
ctice will have the like Beneſit. ; 

But while People are thus kept from the folemn 
Aſſemblies they muſt not be idle, but muſt take 
Care to be rather more aſſiduous, and to offer up 
ſome Prayers to Almighty GOD, on the Behalf of 


his poor(hurch,ſo miſerably torn and afflicted with 


Herefies and Schiſms: That he would be pleaſed 
to pour out a Spirit of Holineſs and Peace upon it, 
That his Publick Worſhip may be eſtabliſhed with 
Truth and Purity every where; That ſincere 
Chriſtians may find in all Places the deſirable Op- 
portunity of ſerving GOD with good Conſciences. 
The Sum of all is this, That there is but One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, but One Boay, 
$455 the 
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85 Church, under One Head Chriſt Feſus, and but 
ne Holy-Spirit to ſanctifie and quicken this Body; 
© And One Prieſt hood to miniſter in his Name. And 
the Conſequence of this is, That there can be but: 
One true Communion, out of which, I know no 
Title any one hath to GOD's covenanted Mer- 
. Upon this Foot, the true Members of the 
Church of England, either at Home or Abroad, 
Join in no Communion with Roman Catholicks, nor 
with any at Geneva, or elſe where of that Se&or 
any other, for the Corruptneſs of the Service in one 
Party, and the Defett of the Priefthood in the o- 
ther; whatſoever Communions there are, which 
are not of the true Church of England, no ſound 
Member of Her can lawfully communicate in 
them; for, ſo to do, is an Act of Schiſm, which 
our Church ſolemnly prays to be delivered from. 
lf the Church of England before the Revo- 
Tution was in the one true Communion 06f the Ca- 
tholick Church, then thoſe who at the Revolu- 
tion abandoned Her Doctrine, and Her Biſhops, 
cannot be of Her Communion, and by Conſe- 
quence not of the One Right Communion. ' 


SIR 
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| won. we my felf that you are not ignorant 
that there is an unhappy Schiſm made in our 
Church, by the Deprivation. of the Metropolitan, 
and other Biſhops, with Multitudes of the Cler- 
gy ſoon after the Revolution. Schiſm :( you know) 
is a Guilt of the moſt dangerous Nature, for it 


cuts us off from the Catholick-Church, and bars us 


all the Rights and Privileges of Chriſtians. The 
Church has declared that Schiſmaticks can make 
ne regular Claim to the Benefits of the New- 
Covenant, that they are in no better State than 
Heathens, and juſtly forfeit the Protection of 
the good Angels, who miniſter only to the Heirs 
F Salvation. 
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Word of GOD: The Principles and Practices of fl 


the primitive and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; 
and the Reaſon” of the Thing it ſelf declare on 
. TEE PRLIAAD 
I preſume you will readily grant, that the ex- 
truded Biſhops and Clergy in England , and the 
whole College of Biſhops with their Clergy in Scor- 


land, were at the Revolution ſufficiently empow- 


ered to exerciſe their reſpective Functions. It is 
evident that they never had any canonical and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſure paſt upon them, and that they 
were not depoſed by any regular Synod of Bi- 
ſhops; but their Deprivation was made by a Sate 
A, and meer ſecular Authority: For tho' there 
were ſome Biſhops in the Houſe of Lords when 


the Act paſt, yet we muſt conſider that they vo- 


ted there, not as Biſhops, but Lords of Parlia- 
ment; and that their Votes (ſuppoſing them law- 
ful) were foreign to their Character of Biſhops, and 
ſince they fit only as Peers of the Realm, and not 
as Biſhops of the Catholick-Church ; conſequently all 
Acts they paſs there, are only of a ſecular Nature. 
The Caſe therefore being thus, that the Biſhops 
and Clergy aforeſaid, were deprived by a meer ſe- 
cular Authority, let us enquire whether ſuch a De- 


privation is legal and regular, and validly oblig'd 


them to deſiſt from their Office, and quit the Care 
of thoſe Souls (e) over which the Holy Ghoſt 
had made them Overſeers * For if the Power 
that deprived them, was incompetent,” and had 
no rightful Authority to do it; I cannot ſee but 


the extruded Biſhops and Clergy were till oblis; 
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ed to exerciſe their Functions, and the People 
were ſtill under an Obligation to be ſubject to 
them: And if ſo, then thoſe that intruded into 
their Sees were baſe Uſurpers of others Rights, 
they were but Pſeudo-epiſcopi, or Anti- Biſhops, and 
conld make no regular Claim, and Title to our 
Obedience. « 4 
I ſuppoſe you will grant that if Dr. Til—— z 
had by Force poſſeſſed himſelf of the See of Can- 
terbury, and turned out the Metropolit an before 
the Commencement of the depriving AF, that 
ſuch a Practice had been an unwarrantable Uſur- 
PO, and neceſſarily involved him, and his Ad- 


erents in the Guilt of a dangerous and damna- 
ble Schiſm. If therefore I can prove that the de- 
priving Act was in its own Nature unjuſt, inva- 


lid, and no ways obliging, then it appears that 
the Caſe is the ſame as if there had been no ſuch 
Act paſt ; for an invalid Act leaves the Conſcience 
juſt as it found it, and lays no Manner of Qbli- 
zation upon any Perſon. 

I "gat you will not deny, that if the 
Church can be er to be à Society, or Cor- 
poration, diſtinct and independant on the State, 


and that Eccleſiaſtical Polity belongs only to Ec- 


cleſiaſticks, that then a State Deprivation is in 
it ſelf altogether null, and invalid, and no ways 
obliging any Perſons. T | 4 
We will not diſpute now whether the Parlia- 
ment which made this Act was legally conflituted, 
for you know it is not ſafe nor prudent to diſpute 
that Matter here, therefore we will talk ſecun- 
dum Act. Guli. &c. and agree for the preſent to 
write in the ſame Stile as wy L--d of Z----#'s 


late Letter to his Clergy... 
| | | We 
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We will grant for Argument Sake ¶ I would not 
have you miſtake me) that X. M. of pious Me mo- 
1y, &. was our rightful and lawful Soverign accor- 
Jing to the municipal Laws of the Land, and the 
Principles of the Church of England, and that the 
depriving Parliament which he conveen'd was a le- 
gal and fairly conſtituted Senate; for that it was a 
miſe, honeſt and religious One, who dares deny; 
but yet Humanum eft errare, theſe good Men might 
miſtake, and by Accident concern themſelves in 
ſach Things as were wholly foreign to the Buſi- 


neſs of any Parliament; that they did ſo in ſome 


Caſes, and particularly in this before us, I ſhall un- 
dertake to prove, | 

- Firſt, From the Nature, Conſtitution and Polity 
of the Cat holicł-· Church. | 

_ Secondly, From the Reaſon of the Thing. And 
. . Thirdly, From the Practice of the Apoſtles, and 
primitive Chriſtians. RF 


* 


That the Parliament ( ſappoſing no ObjeRion 


could be brought againſt the Legality of its Con- 


ſtitution) had no rightful Power or Authority to 
deprive tlie Biſhops, Cc. I ſhall undertake to 
prove from the Nature, Conſtitution and Polity 
of the Church. And that we may the more eaſt! 


1y underſtand this, let us enquire under what: 


Names the Church is repreſented and deſcribed 
in the holy Writings; it is called the (f) King- 
dom of GO D, and (g ) Dominion of Chrift, 


( The 


„„ . 0 " o 


— 


— — 


. 


(f) Matt, iv. 23. X. 7. xvi. 28, XXI. 43. Mark i. 14, 
Luke i. 32, 33. Viik 1. XII. 31. As i. 3. viii. 12, XX. 


27. XXVIIi. 31. CJ. i. 13, (g) Dan. xi. 34. vii. 14, 22. 


Feb. i. 8. XI. 8. I. Tim. vi. 15, Rev. xvil. 14. XII. 16. 


Acts xi. 34,36, Rom. Xiv. 9. Phil, xi, 9, 10, 11. 


1 92 1 | | 
ot (hb) The City. of GOD, (i) The Houſe and 
Houſhold of GOD, ( k) The Temple of GOD, 
or- (1 ) The Common-Wealth of Iſrael, and the (n 
he Body of Chriſt, to fignifie that it is a ſpiritual So- 
he ciety or Corporation, of which Chriſt is the Head, 
le- and all particular Churches are Members. Lknow 
Sa Mr. A. B. doth allow that the Government of. 
tis ſpiritual Kingdom is committed to Biſhops, 
cht who are the Vicars and Vicegerents of their Lord, 
in in his Regal as well as Sacerdotal Office. Lam 
li- ſenſible Mr: A. B. is no Enemy to the Conſti- 
ne tution of the Church of England, as governed by 
in · ¶ Dioceſan Biſhops; and therefore need not ſpend 
Time in proving what I know he will ſo readily 
10 grant : What therefore I ſhall do, is, to ſhew that 
theſe ſpiritual Princes and Governors derive their 
nd Authority from Chriſt alone, and not from the 
nd People, or by Virtue of any Commiſſion from 
the Prince, and that they are altogether indepen- 
on dant in Matters purely ſpiritual, on the State. 
n- This, Sir, doth appear plain from that Paſſage 
toll of our Saviour, (20 As my Father bath ſent me, 
| even ſo ſend I you ʒ whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they 
ty are remitted, &c. And for this Reaſon the Apo- 
iii ftles and Biſhops are called (o Ambaſſadors and 
all () inifters of Chriſt; and the People are com- 
ed manded to (9) obey and ſubmit themſelves to 
10- E thoſe 


+. 
©S 


be , | | . e 

(h) Heb, Xii. 22. xiii. 14, Gal. iv. 25, 26. (i ) Heb, it. 
T, 2,3, 4,5,0, FEpb. ii. 19. I. Tim. iii. 1. I. Pet. Ii. 5. 
. 3 I. cor. iii. 16. vi. 19. II. Cor. vi. 16. Eph. ii. 21, 22. 
00 Epb. ii. 12, ( ) Eph. i. 22, 23. Ch, iv. ver. 4, 12 17. 
Rom. xii. 5. I. Cor. Xi. 27. Colof. i. 18. 24. (7) fohn xx. 
21,23. (0) II. (or. v. 20. ()J. Cr, iv, 1. () Heb. x21 
17. | 
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thoſe who have this ſpiritual e And that 


this Power was not to ceaſe upon the Death of 
the Apoſtles is very plain from that Promiſe of 
our Saviour, (7 And lo, I am with you alway 
even umo the End of the World, © © un 

This Commiſſion Sir, was the moſt ſolemn, full, 
and important Commiſſion that was ever given to 
Men, if we conſider (/) That it was given to 
#he Apoſtles juſt as our Saviour aſcended into Hea- 
ven; (t) That it was given in the Name of God 
the Father as well as in his own Name. And the 
Matter of it ſhews the vaſt Importance of it; for 
by Virtue of this Commiſſion they were authoriz'd 
to ( v ) Preach to all Nations, and againſt all Re- 
ligions, to Baptize and Proſelyte the Subjects of 
every Government, and to form them into ſpiri- 
tual Societies and Churches ; By Virtue of this 
Commiſſion they elected (x) Matthias an Apoſtle 
to ſupply the Place of the Traitor Judas, and con- 
ſecrated Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, In a 
Word, by Virtue of this Cummiſſion, they divided 
the converted World into ſpiritual Diſtrits, and 
did not only call and hold religious Aſſemblies 
for the Worſhip of GOD, but provincial. Meet- 
ings for ſettling the Diſcipline of the Church: 
Nay, they challenged Maintenance, and deman- 
ded Contributions of their ſpiritual Subjects. They 
ſet up Courts of ſpiritual Judicature, and infli- 
ed ſpiritual Cenſures and Puniſhments by an Au- 
thority wholly independent on the ſecular ——_— 

an 


r ) Matt. xxviil. 20. () Mar. Xvi. 15, 16, 17, 13, 19. 


( 
(r) Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, Jom XX. 21, 22, (v) Luke iv. 
47. 


( x ) Aci, 1. 26, 


and directly contrary to the Laws of their Coun: * 
try. After the Apoſtles died, the Biſhops who 
ſucceeded them in the Government of the Church, 
ated in the fame Manner by Virtue of the Apo- 
ſtolical Commiſſion. They continued to proſelyte 
the World, and divide it into ſpiritual Orbicarian 
Principalities, which we call Dioceſſes; and go- 
verned theſe Principalities by known Church 
Laws and Canons, which were inſtituted by the 
Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal College; and in ſhort, 
in all their Proceedings in thoſe Affairs, they ated 
attogether independently on the ſecular Powers, 

and againſt their Laws and expreſs Commands. 
The Commiſſion by which the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors acted independently on the State, is 
ſtill in Force, or it is not. If it is not in Force 
now, I ſhall be glad to know the Time when it 
expired, becauſe, if it is now out of Date, I think 
the Church and its Miniſters muſt fink with it; 
and the Church of England ought no longer by 
Virtue of it to conſecrate Biſhops, and ordain 
Prieſts and Deacons In the Name of the Father, 
Som, and Holy Ghaſt; it ought not to pretend by 
the Authority it derives from the Apoſtolical 
Commiſſion to ſet its Biſhops over their reſpective 
Flocks. And to be plain, if the Commiſſion which 
our Saviour gave his Apoſtles is now ont of Date, 
then I think our Preaching, and all our Miniſte- 
rial · Actions are in vain, and the Kingdom of GOD 
which commenced from thence is now atan End. 
But if this Commiſſion is ſtill in Force, and the 
Church by Virtue of it is ſtill ingependent in 
its ſpiritual Juriſdictions and Powers on the State, 
then I think it naturally follows that the Depri- 
vation of our Holy-Fathers by K. W. and his Con- 
E 2 vention, 


een 
vent ion, Was unjuſt, invalid and null; and thoſe 
Biſhops who in Conſequence of this Act intru- 
ded into their Sees, were uncanonical Uſurpers 
of others Rights, and broke in upon the Unity 
and. Diſcipline of the Church. * 

2ly.. The Invalidity of the State Deprivation 
will appear from the Reaſon of the Thing it ſelf, 
We cannot ſuppoſe that when our Saviour con- 
ſtituted his Church ( which was to. continue as 
long as the. World it ſelf ) he would not give it 
ſuch Rules as ſhould be moſt conducive to its 
laſting Security; for he knew that for many Age 
the Princes of the whole World would be arm'd 
againſt it, Had the Government of the Church 
depended; upon the Allowance of the Civil Magi- 


rate, Chriſtianity muſt have been but very ſhort 


liv'd in the World. Chriſtian Aſſemblies, Con- 
ſecrations of Biſhops, Ordination of Prieſts and 
Deacons, both the eee and the whole Di- 
ſcipline ot the Church, muſt have been intirely 
at the Mercy of Infidels and Hereticks for many 
Ages. Biſhops could not have been conſecrated, 
nor ſettled by the Church in their Diſtricts, nor 
could any of the Clergy have perfoymed their 
reſpective Offices, unleſs they had firſt a Licence 


from the ſecular Powers: For if the Spiritual Su- 


premacy were the Right of the Magiſtrate, it 
would be our Duty to own and ſubmit to it, 
tho' they ſhould never ſo much abuſe it in their 
Adminiſtration; and no Perſon ought to oppoſe 
their Commands ( for this would be a breaking 
in upon their Rights) tho' it was to ſupport the 
beſt Cauſe and Religion in the World, becauſe we 
are not to ds Evil that & cod may come of it. Rom. 


Bi. 8. 
You 
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Lou are ſenſible, Sir, that the Church could 
not ſubſiſt without Government and Rules: but 
if the Church derived its Authority, or depend- 
ed upon .@ Lay Grant or Permiſſion for its Re- 
gimen, then certainly it would be in the Power 
of the Civil Magiſtrates to ruin it whenever they 
ſhall pleaſe. 

Nou cannot but own King Fumes was inveſted 
by the Laws of the Land, and the Canons of the 
Church with as much Authority-in Eccleſtaſtical 
Affairs as ever X. V. was; and I am ſure, if 
we put their Virtues and pious Inclinations in the 
Scale, the unfortunate K. James with all his Faults, 
will not fall ſo infinitely ſhort as ſome imagine. 
And yet the Biſhop of London when conveened be- 
fore the High Commiſſion: Court for not ſuſpen- 
ding D. Sharp, denied the Authority of that Court 
to examine, cenſure, or ſuſpend him; and inſiſted, 
that if he had done any Thing contrary to his 
Duty as a Biſhop, he was not accountable to any 


but the Church, which was to proceed againſt him 


according to her Canons.“ This Plea of my L. 

of London againſt the Lay-Powers intermeddlin 

with Eccleſiaſtical Matters, was thought a ju 
and reaſonable Defence againſt the Proceedings 
of K. James; and why it ſnould not hold good in 
the Caſe of his Metropolitan and Colleagues, I pro- 

teſt cannot find out. 5 
l beg you farther to conſider that as the State ne- 
ver had a Right to conſecrate Biſhops; nor con- 
fer the other R any Man, nor can it com- 
| 9 mit 
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of K. James 


every 
jw poor). does thereupon commence a Member 
an 


nication, pray tell me, 


the Coalition or Union of the Church and State, 
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mit the Care of Souls to- thoſe who are conſecrated; 


and ordain'd ; (for by Virtue of their Patronage 
they can only preſent them with the Temporalities 
annex'd to the ſpiritual Charge the Church intruſts 


them with) ſo they cannot rightſully take away 


their Characters or juſtly hinder them for exer- 
ciſing their Functions: For it is unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that any can lawfully extinguiſh or li- 
mit that Power they never were capable of gran- 
ting. 1 Mr. A. B. will readily own that 

an that is admitted into the Church by 


Subject of it; and that the greateſt Princes 


become Members and Subjects of it, in the ſame 


Manner as all other Men do: For we become 


Members and Subjects of the Church, not as Men, 


but as Chriſtians, You muſt likewiſe own that 


all Chriſtians, as well Kings as other Men, ceaſe 
to be Members of the Church when they are law- 


fully excommunicated, or when by open Hereſy 
they apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, or when they 
ſeparate from their r;ghrful Biſhops, and run 
into ſchiſmatical Communions. I need not, I be- 


lieve, guard againſt this Propoſition, ſince you 
are not unacquainted that tis our fixt Principal, 
that Religion is no Bar to Government, and that 
. Excommunication gives no Right to the Subject 


to withdraw his Allegiance from the Prince. 
If therefore Princes, as well as other Men, b 


being baptized become Subjects of the Chure 


and are liable for Hereſ/, &c. to a legal Excommu- 

how, they being ſpiritual 
Subjects can have a Right to deprive their ſpiri- 
tual Governors? It is a Miſtake to think that 


by 


Fun 
by the Kingdom's becoming Chriftian, releaſes 
them. from being Subjects, or gives them any 


Right over their ſpirityal Governors in ſpiritual 
Matters; for this Union of the Church with the 
State doth: ipſo facto determine as ſoon as ever the 


State invades the original Rights of the Church. 
As for inſtance, The Perſecution of Julian the 
Apoſtate and Valens the Arian Emperor, broke 


the Coalition of the Church and State in the Ro- 


man Empire. | 
| believe, Sir, you cannot aſſign any Reaſon 
why the Union of the Civil with the Eccleſia- 

tical Laws and Government, ſhould give the State 


any more Pretence of Right to uſurp it over the 


Church or invade its ſpiritual Rights, which it de- 


rives-from Chriſt, than it gives the Church to u- 


ſarp it over the State, or invade its temporal Rights, 


which it derives from GO D. If the Coalition 


which naturally follows the Converſion of the 
State, alters the Caſe and Condition of the gas I 


or any way changes its original Conſtitution and 


Polity ; Pray Sir, tell me how it doth, or why 
it ſhould do it? I cannot find that GO D has- 


any where revealed that the State ſhould have any 


more Authority over the Church. when it be⸗ 
comes Chriftian, than it had in a State of Infide- 
lity; and I am ſure, this. 3 cannot be 
implied in the Notion of Baptiſm; for if Baptiſm 


gives them a Right which they had not before, then 


every Chriſtian Peaſant may claim it; and this No- 
tion would make the Conſtitution; of the Church 
very monſtrous, for every one would have a: 
Right to govern and none would be under any O- 

Jn ox Ws |. -  , bligation- 


+ Theodoret Hiſt, Eccles Lib, 4. C8, 
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#Þligation to be governed. You are miſtaken, Sir, 
if you xhink the Converſion of a Prince gives him 
any new Juriſdiction; for as Magiſtracy in gene- 
ral doth not imply a Right to a ſpiritual Autho- 
rity, ſo neither doth his being a Chriſtian derive 
it to him; for, ſpiritual Dominion is no more 
forrted in Grace than temporal. 
Suppoſe; Sir, that St. Peter, and St. Paul had 
"converted and baptized the Emperor and Senate 
of Rome; do you think that after their Baptiſm 


they would have had any more Right or Autho- 


Yity to deprive them of the Exerciſe of their A- 
poſtolical Office, or to diſcharge their ſpiritual Sub- 
jects from their Obedience to them, than they 

ad before. Suppoſe the Senate had enacted, that 
the Apoſtles ſhould come, and ſolemnly perjure 
themſelves, and agree to the higheſt Acts of In- 
Juſtice 'and Tmmorality, at, or before the firſt Day 
Of———— Or that afterwards they ſhould be ſuſ- 
pended or 'deprived. Do you think, Sir, the A- 
_ would have complied with their wicked 
Demands, or have thought that their Act of De- 
privation would have validly obliged them to 
quit their Apoſtolical Charge? But beſides this 
Coalition which naturally follows the Converſion 
'of the State, you were pleaſed to tell me, that 
the Church for ſome valuable Conſiderations has 


* — — — * 
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ever the State Thould make Uſe of thoſe Cefffons 


or Compacts of the Church, to her Prejudice, they 
ipſo facto determine and ceaſe to be obliging. If 
any of theſe Ceſſions were in their own Nature 
unreaſonable, and granted by the Church when it 
lay under a general Corruption and Degeneracy, 
or were forcibly extorted from her, when few 
had Chriſtianity and Courage enough to defend 
— 8 _ the N P i 
and Uſurpation. „Sir, you will grant, that 
theſe Rights ought to be claimed, . and reſumed 
by her, and that it is the Duty of her faithful Sons 
to ſtand by her Claim even at the Hazard of the 
moſt violent Perſecutions. For ſuppoſe the Bi- 
ſhops in Henry the 8th's Time had ſurrendered 
the whole Apoſtolical Charter, “ as they actual- 
ly did ſome of the fundamental Rights of the 
Church; can you think ſuch a baſe Act could va- 
tidly oblige their Succeſſors? For if this were 
true, the Church ( which is to continue to the 
End of the World ) would be in a very preca- 
rious Condition, and in great Danger of being, 
ſome Time or other entirely loſt. We are to 
conſider that the Church is Chriſt's Kingdom, 
and that none of his Miniſters can upon any 
Conſideration whatever, make any Contract or 
Ceſſions, which are prejudicial to the Intereſt of 
their Lord. The Powers they have are intruſted 
with them by Chriſt for the Good of his Church; 
and they are obliged to convey down the ſame 
E 5. Powers, 


n 


* The Biſhops in Hen. the $th's Time agreed to take their 
Biſhopricks by Commiſſion from the King, and to bold 


them durante bene placito. Hiſt. Exgland. 
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Powers entire to their Succeſſors; and therefore, 


if they at any Time for their own perſonal Inte- 


reſt and Conveniences have alienated this Power, 
and betrayed their Truſt; ſuch unfaithful Acts 
and Behaviour do no Ways oblige GO D, nor 
bis faithful Servants who, ſhall ſucceed them. 


Can you tell me, Sir, any Conſideration which 


the State is capable to give, which can balance 
the Loſs and Ruin of the Church Polity? Will 
the Title of my Lord, and a Privilege to vote in 
the Houſe of Peers make amends for the Loſs 
of thoſe ſpiritual Rights and Privileges, which 
Chriſt gave to his Biſhops? Or do you in Con- 


Tcience think that the Biſhops ſharing in the Prin- 
ces Temporal Favours will allow them to make 


ſuch Ceſſions as deſtroy the Self: ſubſiſteney of 
the Church, and make it depend upon their Will 


and Humour? Tis a grievous Tyranny and Sin 
in the State to require theſe Ceſſions; and I 


am ſure it is an unpardonable Wickedneſs in our 


Biſhops and Prieſts, to comply with their unrea- 
ſonable Demands. They are guilty of the grea- 
teſt Cowardice, Treachery, and Breach of Truſt; 
and ſhall ene Day anſwer for it to their abuſed 
Lord. I won't ſay, that all thoſe Traditors go to 


the Place of the Traitor Judas, tho? it is evident 


that they have done more Miſchief by their Tra- 
ditoriſm than has befallen the Chriſtian World for 


many Ages. But, 


30% The Independency of the Church from the 
State will appear from the Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians. {a 

When the Few: Sanhedrim (who had Autho- 
rity from the Romans, and the Aſſiſtance of the 


Captain of the Temple) impriſoned the Apoſtles, 
Y , (a) and 


r rere 
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(4) and commanded them not to ſpeak- at all, nor- 
teach in the Name of Jeſus they were poſitive ,x 
anſwered, W hether it be right in the Sight of GOD,. 
to hearken unto you more than unto GOD, judge ye. 


Tis as if they had ſaid, We haue our Commiſſion 


from G O D to preach the Goſpel, and are therefore | 
bound to do on and no Temporal Power has any- | 
Right to revoke our Commiſſion. And the Biſhops- 
and Clergy. of the Church for the firſt Three Hun-- |! 
dred Years held Publick Aſſemblies, and perfor-- 


med all the other Parts of their reſpective Of- 
fices; not only without the Authority, but againſt 


the expreſs Commands of their lawfut Princes. 
And after the Emperors became Chriſtian, we 
rarely find from any of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
that they pretended a Right to diſſolve the Rela- 


tion between a. Biſhop and his Flock meerly by 
their own Authority. We read indeed that ſe- 
veral good Men were unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed, but then 


they were firſt depoſed by a Synod, and declar d de- 


graded, and incapable of their Functions. And tho”. 


theſe Synods often conſiſted of baſe. Temporizers- 
that were attatched to the Pleaſure of the Empe- 


ror, and were, often bribed or frightned to com- 

ply with his Deſires; yet this ſhews that their De- 
poſition tho”. never ſo. unjuſt, was a Church Act, 
and plainly proves that the Emperors were gene- 


rally ſenſible. they could not do it by a meer ſe- 


cular Authority. Nay. we find that where the 
Emperor pack d a Snod, or uſed any. Bribery or 


Menaces to make the Biſhops comply with his 
deſired Deprivation, Mu generally . 
„ ic KS 
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Yicks reckoned the depriving Act even of à Synod 
to be invalid, and own'd the extruded: Biſhop as 
a Colleague, and deem'd the Intruder not worthy 
their COommunion. | | 
Athanaſins was condemned by the Council of 
Tyre and was Charged by his Enemies with no leſs 
rimes than Treaſon, Murder, and Incontinency, 
and yet the Orthodox ( becauſe he was unjuſtly 
eondemned by an irregular Synod) always owned 


him as the true and only Biſhop of Alexandria, f 


till the Time of his Death. $I 

"Yon will find in moſt of the Church Hiſtorians, 
that when ever the Emperor baniſhed an Orthodox 
Biſhop, all his faithful Colleagues, Presbyters, and 
pious Flock maintained his Right to his Diſtrict, 
and owned his Juriſdiction over it, tho' he was 
never ſo diſtant from it. The Emperor's local re- 
moving of a 'Biſhop from his Flock, was never 
thought to take away his ſpiritual Juriſdiftion, or 
any Reaſon to diſcharge in Conſcience his Prieſts 
and People from their Obedience to him. 

The Baruccian Manuſcript which the Learned of 
your Communion are ſo fond of, does not mention 
one which can be prov'd depriv'd meerly by a State 
Authority; and 1 am ſure you will not find one 
* Coundcil in the whole Catholick Church, that ever 
allowed the moſt religious Prince or State this Pow- 
er. Thereare ſeveral Canons whicheſtabliſh the 
depoſing Power in a regular Sy4od, and ſome that 
forbid upon the ſevereſt Penalties, any Eccleſia- 
ſtick to appeal to. the Emperor in Church Affairs. 

I could, Sir, from that ſmall Stock of Learning 
T have, quote innumerable Teſtimonies from the 
Fathers and Councils, which overthrow the Vali- 


. dity of a State Deprivation. Iwill willingly pave 


uce 
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duce them if you think it neceſſary for your far- 
ther Conviction: But T hope, Sir, you are ſo ful - 
ly ſatisfied in this Point, that by the next Time you 
do me the Honour of a Viſit, you will readily own 
that the vation of otir Hoy Fut hers, (now 
with GOD) was an irregular & invalid and no 


ways obliging: and conſequently that after the 
| ey 


8 they did not only remain Biſhops of 
the Catholick Church, but rightful Governors of 
their ſeveral Diſtricts, and might juſtly keep up 
their Claim to the Obedience of thoſe People over 
whom the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers. 
The Act then leaving our Fathers juſt as it found 
them, and the Caſe being the ſame (as to Con- 
ſcience) as if there had been no ſuch Act palled; 
pray, Sir, give me the Reaſon, why the Clergy did 
withdraw their Obedience from their diſpoſſeſſeu Bi- 
ſhops, and the complying Biſhops their Obedience 
from their unjuſtly deprived Primate and Metro- 
politan ? Tell me, Sir, by what Church Laws (for 
if the Church be a Self- ſubſiſtant and Independent 
Society, it certainly ought to be governed by its 


own Las and Canons }the Clergy and Laity were 


releaſed from their former Obligation? Dare you 


ſay that after their unjuft and invalid Deprivation, . 
they were not Catholick Biſhops;-and that they 
had not a canonical Right to their Diſtricts? Can 


you ſay, that they were guilty of any Hereſy or 
Error which might juſty cut them off from the 
Church? you can charge them with no Hereſy, 


but adhering to the ancient Laws, Principles and 
Practices of the pureſt Times of Chriſtianity, you 


can lay no Error to them, but their maintaining 
the Principles of the Church of "England, nor fix 
any Crime upon them, but e n Loyalty 

0 


5 > St. C 55. Epiſt;; 5. Optat. Miley, Ls * P. 32. Edit. 2 
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to their unfortunate Prince. Truth and Vertu, 
Sir, were their only Crimes, and they had no o- 
ther Fault, but that they could not be brib'd or 
ſrightned into ſinful Compliances. In ſhort, Sir, 
they were deprived for ſuch Faults as made them 
lovely to G 0D, and all goos Men; and had 
the reſt of the Bi 


ſhops and Clergy joined with 

them, they had raiſed the Reputation of the now 

too juſtly deſpiſed Church of England. | 
I. could ſay more, — ern 


{| « LG LL 8 * Fx4.54 . . - 
Sed vellit mihi unt hius aurem. 
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Hope by this Time you are ſenſtble, that the 
I Church is a Society Self- ſubſiſtent, and inde- 


pendent on the State in Matters purely ſpiritual, 
and conſequently that it ought to be governed by 


its own Laws and Canons: If this be true, pray 


inform me, what Canons or Catholick Fathers ever 


allowed or owned Intruders into the Sees of Bi- 


ſhops unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed, by an incompetent Pow- 
er? Give me an Inſtance where the. extruded. Bi- 
Mops keeping up a ſeparate: Communion from U- 


ſurpers, were ever condemned. as Schiſmatical and 
Criminal. I believe you will find that wherever 


the Caſe became as notorious as that of our 


deprived Eathers,- there the Catholicks all a- 


long owned their,“ Communion and Fellow- 


OY 


ſhip; 


— Coo. ae. oh. CAT wr 


Biſhop in a Se, 4 an | 
"ſhop, or Intruder, as dangerous in the Church, 


to their Sees, than the Adulterer had to the Wife | 


F "SH ; 
ſhip; and deemed the Intruders as Schiſmaticks 


that had infringed the Unity and Diſcipline of the 
out of it. f_ 12 
The Ancients 


T thought that as there as but One 
GOD and One Chriſt, ſo there could be but One 
d reckoned the ſecond. Bi- 


as an Uſurper of another's Dominion is general- 
ly fatal to the State. Schiſm in the Church was 
the natural Conſequence of the One, and Blood- 
ſhed and Faction neceſſarily follow the other; 
and therefore the Church wiſely provided that * 
there ſhould be but one Biſhop in a See; and 
ſtrictly forbad the placing of any other in it, till 
it became vacant, either by Death, or till a re- 
gular Synod for ſome notable Crimes had degra- 
ded the Incumbent, and ſo made him incapable 
of exerciſing his Function in any Part of the Ca- 


tholick Church. ; 


In the pureſt Times of Chriſtianity, the Inva- 
ders of a fall See, were accounted Schiſmaticks, 
their Conſecration was reckoned a Nullity, and all 
conſequent Acts thereupon were eſteemed Inya- 
lid. 1 | | A. 
The Holy Fathers, ſtiled them g Adulterers 
( intimating thereby that they had no more Right 
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of another Man) Pſeudo-epiſcopi, Eccleſie Prodi- 
tores, & Hoftes, Lupi, Profani, Extranei; and gave 
them a great many ſach like Names, to ew their 
Diſlike of them; and in-ſhort, they were reckon'd 
by their Schiſmatical Intruſion, to be more. cri- 
minal than the t Lapſi; * and to do ſo much Miſ- 
chief, that even Martyrdom it ſelf could not attone 
for it. Some of theſe Men, Sir, were as polite 
and elegant, as learned, and it may be, full as or- 
thodox and exemplary as Dr. Till n, or any of 
his Colleagues ind Succeſſors. They made the ſame 
Profeſſion of Religion, as the Catholicks, and uſ- 
ed the ſame Prayers and Ceremonies, f and even 
the very ſame Form of Ordination. Vet, Sir, the 
Sin of Intruſion, and the Breach of Church Unity 
and Diſcipline, was reckoned to outweigh all their 
perſonal Qualifications and Vertues, and to put 
them upon the Level with the very Heathens. 

The Church in former Ages was as careful to 
avoid Schiſm as Error and Hereſy, and thought the 
poſite Altar of an Uſurping Biſhop more dange- 
rous than his falſe Opinions. While the Unity and 
Diſcipline of the Church was obſerved, the Fa- 


thers did not deny Communion with thoſe who [|< 
might hold ſome Noſtrums in Religion. But as 


ſoon as any Error, how {mall ſoever in it ſelf, was 
made the Pretence of a Schiſm; they immediate- 
ly pronounced it an Hereſy, and denounced an 
Anathema againſt the Authors of it. Thus St. Je- 
rams Opinion of the Identity of a Biſhap and 


Pres- 
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Presbyter was not very different from the Hereſy 
of Aerizs, and yet St. Jerome, becauſe he remain'd 
dutiful to his Bifhop, and quiet in the Church was 


uncondemn'd, while Aerius, who made it the Pre- 


tence of dividing the Church, was juſtly declared 
an obſtinate Heretick. The Catholicks were more 
grie ved at the Intruſion and Uſurpation of No- 
vatian, than for his uncharitable Doctrine, and 
took Notice of his Schiſm without being ſo ſolici- 
toully concerned to look into his 1 Hereſy. 
believe you are not altogether unacquainted 


with the "Hiſtory of the Novatian and Honatiſt 


Schiſms that diſturbed the Church for ſo many 
Years. And pray, Sir, tell me what Opinion the 
Catholicks of thoſe Times had of them, or whe- 


ther you know of any good Chriſtians ſince thoſe 


betters of theſe, Schiſms to be wi 


believe in my Conſcience 


= 


leaders and A- 


in the Pale of 
the Church,” eie 92 ee. 
I am loath to repeat the harſh Sentences of fe- 
veral Fathers and Councils againſt them, becauſe [ 
e Schiſm we charge 
upon your Communion is very little different from 
what the Catholicks fix d upon them. Novatian's 
Schiſm and Guilt, conſiſted in uſurping the See of 
Cornelius, the canonical, rightful and worthy Bi- 


Times that ever thought the R 


- 
* 


ſhop of Nome; and the Donatiſt Schiſm, was oc- 


caſioned by Majorinus's ſetting up an 4 os Al- 
tar againſt Cæcilian Biſhop of Carthage. And pray, 
Sir, tell me how you can defend Dr. Til and 
his Party without a thorough Vindication of No- 


vatian, ànd all ex parte Novatiani & Donati. Nay - 


I am apt to think, that an honeſt and impartial 
Man, who is pretty well acquainted with me 
in Bible, 3 1. 


4 Cyp. Epiſt, 55, ad Antonianum. 
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a * than * Dr. Til n. TR (as 1 
Others have done Nhe that tho! the Schiſm 
might formerly be too N | 

the Caſe is much alterec Death « 
ved Biſhops. This Argument, is already cut out for 


Len ) 
Hiſtory, may make à better Apology for Nowa- 


. 
* . 


ly.charg'd upon you, yet 
you, * me who have made a. Defect from us; 
and I think. it is the only, Object ion which carries 


any Colour of Excuſe for you: But pray, Sir, ſhew 
me how. the Death of the extruded Biſhop deter- 
mines the Schiſm, and. makes the, intruding Uſur- 
Per, who before was Nullus; 

| . mence, rightful. Biſhop. of the 
an, Inſtance, when and Where the Church ever 


.jmmedutely com. 
Diocek. , Give me 


owned the adulterous. Second to be lawful Head, 


meerly on the Demiſe of the Firſt; or, tell me 
the Reaſon; why the ſchiſmatical Anti - Biſhop- 
ſnould be acknowledged law ful Paſtor, till he has 
-own'd the Injury done to the unjuſtly diſpoſſes d 
: Biſhop; and repaired the Damage he has done the 


Church by interrupting her Succeſſion. I believe 
if you look into the Caſe, you will find that no Sort 


of Schiſmaticks can become true Catholicks, till 
their Repentance is as publick as their Crimes, and 
their Reconciliatian as viſible as their Separation. 


But your Biſhops are ſo far (as yet) from re- 
nting of their Faults, that they {till continue to 


5 juſtifie their ſchiſmatical Conſecrations and Uſur- 
pations. They have done no Act which might 


ſeem to wipe off any of their Guilt, nor made 


one Step towards healing the unhappy Breach. 
1 believe, Sir, you can bring no Inſtance of the 


Catholicks going over to the Schiſmaticks, even 


hen the Cauſe and Pretence of the Schiſm 'was 
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nites, Clergy and Laity, choſe to ſuffer all t 


chal Succeſſion was healed : For hereby he 


another into his Placde. 


vita Chryſoſt, * 


L 115 J 
at an End. The Catholicks in Africa were re- 
duced to a very ſmall Number, and the Donatifts 
were very numerous and flouriſhing; * and yet in 
their Diſtreſs and great want of Clergy, they would 
not hearken to an Union with them, till they had 
own'd their Faults, and deſired a Reconciliation 
upon the Terms of the Church. T 0 
If you read the Life of + St. John Chryſoſtom, you 
will find the Johannites (who were the only Catho- 


licks excepting Ore: and a ſmall Party which he 


made againſt him) did not own Atticus upon the 
Demiſe of their Holy-Patriarch, but ſuppoſed him 


ſtill a falſe Biſhop, as well as his Predeceſſor Ar- 


ſacius. The Character which Socrates * gives of 


this Atticus ( lam fare ) is as good as any Whig 


can give of Dr. Ten-, and yet the ern 
e Se- 


verities of the Imperial Edicts, rather than com 


into f his Communion, till he had ex punged the 


Name of Arſacius, and reſtored the Name of St. 
Jom Chryſoftom into the $ Dypricks , and by do- 
ing this his Satisfaction was as publick as his Fault. 
The Injury done to St. CMyſaſtom was acknow- 
ledged, and the Interruption made in the patriar- 
ame 
Succeſſor to St. John, and not to Arſacius; and 
it is very likely had he not agreed to this Expe- 
dient, they would have elected and conſecrated 


Had 


, up . , £4 *+; 4 - 
_—_—_— * * 'W | 4 4. 3. a. 4 * 4 e 


_ 


— 


„ 


* Optat, Milev. Lib. 1. PD. 26, + Concil. Carthag. Can. yr 
& 72. cum Scholijs in Bevereg. Pandect. Pallatling de 
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| 8 C. 34. 8 Nicephori Calliſti Eccleſiaſt. Hiſt. Lib. 24. 
27. 
ſterd the 


Dipticks were two Tables in which were regt- 
mes of the living and dead Biſhops. 
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Had the Schiſm commenced meerly 1 5 the 
Account of the Intruſion of your Siæ Anti-Biſhops, 
without any Regard to the falſe Doctrines, on 
which their Conſecrations were founded, I think 


that the Extraordinary Suffer ings of the Johannites, I. 


and the Ju 
Catholik Bi | 
ſufficient to guide us in the preſent Controverſie. 
Wee indeed in this degenerate Age of Chriſtianity 
have no Siſter Churches abroad to take our Parts; 
but was Religion in the ſame Condition it was in a- 
about 1400 Years ago, when the Catholicks maintai- 
ned an Harmony thro out the whole World by their 
communicatory Letters, I am perſwaded the main 
Part of the Chriſtian World would fide. with us. 
However, Sir, it is our Satisfaction that we. have 


the Judgment of the ancient Churches in the like 


ment and Practice of almoſt all the 
ops in the World, are an Authority 


Caſes for us; and we value their Verdict more 


* 


than the moſt favourable Sentenee from either 
Geneva or Germany. Truth is not the leſs 


valuable for being maintained by a few, tho' all 


the whole World beſide ſhoul 


deſert it. 


But again, Sir, we do not charge the Schiſm 
on you, merely on Account of the Intruſion of the 


Anti- Biſnops; but likewiſe, on Account of ſome © 


dangerous Errors, which are of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient to juſtifie our Separation from the moſt law- 


fully conſtituted Biſhops. 


Tho' our Biſhops are 


dead, yet your Biſhops keep up the ſame Princi- 
ples, alive, that turned them out. They ſtill hold 
4 hold their Biſhopricks by) the Doctrine 


for the 


of depo 


linga 


nd excluding right ful Kings; a. Do- 


Ttrine fatal to all Government, (contrary to our 
municipal Laws, and repugnant to the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, a Doctrine expreſſy damn 'd by the 


Apo: 


be 


far 
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Apoſtles and primitive Church, and cenſured as 4 
the | dangerous and damnable Error by the old: Church 
ops, | of England. They till hold ( for they have not 
condemn'd the only Principle on which they foun- 
ded their pretended Right) the Validity of Lay 
Day uation, and the lawfulneſs of Church Sub- 
jets, to rebel againſt ſpiritual Preſidents. This 
Notion is as dangerous to, the Church, as Rebel- 
lion is to the State; and in my Opinion, worſe in it 
ſelf,, and more dangerous in its quences than 
the Aerian, Novatian or Danatift Hereſies. And 
I am well aſſur'd from credible Witneſſes, who 
were intimate with our deprived Fathers, that 
they, were. more concern'd for the pernicious Er- 
rors upon which the Intruſion was founded, than for 
the Loſs of their own Perſonal Rights. The Cauſe 
of GOD and the King was deeply wounded b 
ike their unlawful: Conſecrations, and both Church 
dre and State, put inte the greateſt Danger by their 
der I falſe Doctrines. Could the Independency of the 
efs Church, and the Obedience to lawful Magiſtrates 
all have been ſecured, I am well aſſured by thoſe who 
very well knew their Inclinations, that they would 
ſm have healed the Breach by a generous Reſignation. 
he of their own Rights both ſpiritual and temporal, 
me each of them was ready to ſay in the Words of * 
fi- | St. Clemens Romanus, If this Sedition, this Conten- 
w- | tion, theſe Schiſms are upon my Account. I am ready 
re || ro depart, te go whit herſoever ye pleaſe, and to do what 
ci- | ſcever ye ſpalldeſire of me; only let the Flack of Chriſt 
ld be in Peace with the Priefts that are ſet over it. But 
ne || ſince the Breach was made upon pernicious Prin- 


o- ciples, 


6—— — 


2»— 


es . 
he | * Epiſt, ad Cor, N. 54. Males Tranſlation, 


ciples, ſo xuinous to Church and State, they thought 
themſelves obliged in Conſcience to bear their Fe- 
ſtimony againſt them, and defend thoſe Chriſtian 
Doctrines which they overthrew. ' Wherefore you 
are miſtaken, if you think that eitherthey or their 
Succeſſors became the Heads of an > api Cot 
munion to yours, meerly. out of Reſentment for 
their perfonal Injuries. © No, Sir, they judged the 
Intruders, and their Conſecrators guilty of Schiſm 
by falſe Principles, as well as by invading their 
Rights. Their Communion was defenſible, not 
only for the Catholick Biſhops that were at the 
Head of it, but likewiſe for the Catholick Do- 
Qrines that were maintained in it. And had 
they died without making a Proviſion of regular 
Paſtors to ſncceed them, 5 do not fee how their 
faithful Presbyters, or any good Chriſtian, who 
looks into the Caſe, could come into your Com- 
munion. , I rather think they ought to look out 
for ſame Catholick Orthedox Biſhops to be a Prin- 
Ciple of Unity to them, tho' they were only to go- 
vern them by paſtoral Letters. Nay, could we 
not get any Catholick 1 to head our Com- 
munion, yet while your falſe Doctrines and im- 
moral Prayers, and Practices continued, I think 
we might juſtly excuſe our tion; for we 
could bring Numbers of Precedents of undoubted 
Authority to warrant this Practice. There is a 
vaſt Difference between a vacant Epiſcopal Com- 
munien and a Presbyterian Church; between a 
Church which cannot, and a- Society which will 
not have Biſhops; between Epiſcopal Presbyters 
who dare not in the Widowhood of the Church 


uſurp the Epiſcopal Office, and thoſe Pſeudo-Preſ- 


byters, who hate the Order, and inyade the One ? 
| | ut 


tisfa, 
out 
cert 
mie: 
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But thank G0 D, this is not our Caſe, the 
hurch is not in a Widowhood, but our good 


Fathers before their Death took Care to provide 
Catholick Succeſſors to govern us, Men qualified 
for this, Office, not only according to ancient Ca- 
nons, but likewiſe according to the local Cuſtoms 
and Conſtitution of the Church of Englanl. 


You may ſay we don't dare to bring (What you 


may call a legal) Proof of this, and therefore you 
are not bound to believe it, But pray, Sir, what bet- 
ter Proof did the primitive Bifhops give of their 
Conſecrations in à State of Perſeention than we 


can? . *Tis ſufficient that our Preſidents give Sa- 
tisfaction to ſome of their faithful Presbyters with 
out making ſuch a publ ick Notification as would 
certainly Kindle the Rage of their powerful Ene- 

mies. 9 17 125 
But beſides theſe, Sir, there are ſeveral Biſhops: 
that perſide over the Sees of our Ster Church of 


« 
* 


Scotland, with whom we are in ſtritt Communion. 


Theſe, Sir, were we in want, might take Care of 


us: Nay, they were bound in Duty and in Chri- 


ſtian Charity to ſee that we were not left diſtitute. 
But aft 


been ſtated, but we were the proper Subjects of 


your Bi ſhops, yet I think it only alſe Doctrines, &c. | 
were required as the indiſpenſible Condition of 
Clerical Communion, ſuch would make it neceſ- 


ary for us to depart from them. He that gives 
the Occaſion of Separation is the Sciſmatick ;, and 


if the Conditions which are impoſed among you, 
are not a_ ſufficient Reaſon. for our ee | 


 * # 


10 T dere L. 4. C34. RIIET 1 
5 1 St. Ambros in Luc. 9. L. 6. Edit. Paris. 


all, ſuppoſe, Sir, the Schiſm had not 


L e - 
ſor my own Part, were bin, France, I know not 
1 what better Reaſon I could affign for my not com- 
plying with the GA Communion. If falſe Do- 
Krines, if immoral Practices and polluted Prayers, 
cannot zuſtify a Separation, 1 do not know what 
Arguments can be brought to vindicate the whole 
Church of Ireland from the Charge of Schiſm. 
This, Sir, was the only Pretence of the Prote- 
ftants there, for leaving the popiſh Biſhops, And 
if this Plea was not good, then all their Biſhops 
were but ſchiſmatical Intruders, and their Succeſ- 
ſion all along muſt be as Uncatholick, as the No- 
vatian and Donati ſt. Nay, Sir, I think theſe are 
the very Reaſons why the Church of England can- 
not hold Communion with g Biſh at 
this Day; and the main Ground of our Charge 
of Schiſm againſt them. 'And to declare my Mind, 
freely, I ſhould reckon my ſelf as ſafe in joining 
in the corrupt Worſhip of the Romiſh Church, as 
in thatimmoral Service where G OD is ſolemnly 
invoked to patronize Injuſtice, and I won't ſay 
„ 7 S437 | 
D know, Sir, it is not a Time to write diſtinctl/ 
upon theſe Matt ers; and therefore, I all ſay no 
more of them, till I have a better Opportunity to ſhew 
you what I have =: [ 15 upon this Head, 
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